









NILES’ WEEKLY REGISTER. 


~ 





~ 


Fourta senixs.] No. 12—Vor. V. 


BALTIMORE, NOY. 26, 18351. 


(Vox. XLI. Wuoxz No, 1,053 








THE PAST—THE PRESENT—FOR THE FUTURE. 





EDITED, PRINTED AND PUBLISHED BY H. NILES, AT $5 PER ANNUM, PAYABLE IN ADVANCE, 





bd 


ee 





THE REPORT ON IRON. The committee of the New 
York convention, appomted to consiuler and report on 
the manufacture of iron and steel, (many will teel in- 
terested in knowing), bave performed that duty—and 
their ample report, just received by the chairman of the 
sermanent committee, from B. B. Howell, esq. of New- 
York, will be laid before the people of the United States 
with all promptitude, through the newspapers; or some 
other means, if its length shall prevent its general 
circulation through the usual channels. An extensive 
appendix is made up of valuable tabular statenients, and 
other important presentations of facts in figures.* 

The editor of the Register, as chairman of the per- 
mabent committee, has carefully read and partially ex- 
amined this report, which he regards as al.ke honorable 
to all the gentlemen of the committee, because of the 
zeal with which they have collected the matter, as to 
the member whose arduous duty it was, (out of a vast 
body of indigested materials), to present to the nation a 
paper like that now before us. Jt has cost him much 
die and close reflection, to condense his faets--yet the 
report is a long one;~-and it could not be otherwise from 
the nature of things: but itis so plain that “he who runs 
may read:”? and if it shali not, at once, astonish the 
friends of the protecting system oa account of the tn- 
portance and extent of the iron manufacture-—as well as 
delight them because of its clearly demonstrated effect 
to lessen price lo consumers—-the editor will feel come. 
pelled to believe that his own judgment on such sube 
jects is not worth much. 


The tollowing results appear ascertained with as much ; 


certainty as, from the absence of information strictly of- 
Jictul, can be expected—and our opinion is, that the 
amounts given must needs be below the real production, 
employment, subsistence, &c. stated: 

The aggregate of iron manutactured, if rendered in 


pigs, would be tons 191,536 
The amount of bar-iroa made “s 112,866 
Men empioyed, (about), no. 50,000 
Wages paid e9 dolls. 8,750,000 
Persons subsisted no. 150,000 


Value of the manufacture, (in its 
first stages), dolls. 13,550,000 
Paid (directly) to agriculturalists 


for subsistence ¢* =+4,000,000 
Paid tor transportations of iron, 
by land and water ss 1,500,000 





* The course to be pursued with like reports contain- 
ing many statistical statements, wili be to get them into 
type, wmmediately-—in which shape they can be €onve+ 
wiently and promptly examined by the exccutive com- 
tmiiee; who design also to call to their aid such gentle- 
men, (not of their own number), as are decmed best 
qualified to investigate the facts pertaining to ony peru. 
cular subject under consideration, ‘Thus mistakes, it 
they shall exist, may be detected, and the publication be 
made the more specdily. The chairman cau command 
a sufficieney of type and obtain mechanical means to 
accomplish these things—in his own Office or others, as 
need requires, 


+This sum allows ouly 26 2-3 dollars for the subsis- 
tence of each person, a whole year,—and includes also 
the subsistence und value of the horses, (immediately 
derived from agriculture), employed at the furnaces, 
forges, &c. ‘The calculation would then seem to Vea 
very moderate one. ‘he number of persons employed 
and subsisted does not include those who obtsia their 
living, or support, by the various tramsportations or 
handlings of the iron after leaving the turvaces and 
lorges,—nor Others who, in the cities or other places of 
sale, derive profits on the manulacture, But all these 
should be added to shew the whole market which the 
Vou. ALL. —No, 17. 


The tapital vested in lands—forests, mines and water- 
rights, buddings, machinery, &e. is not estimated—but 
we shall seek some information on this poiut, for euc 
own satisfaction, 

Round numbers are used in several of the preceding 
sums, because the facts stated in a supplementary report 
of the committee, containing further mflormation receives 
ed after the general aggregates had been made up— 
were not addeds and there is not time allowed the ed: 
tor to bring them out precisely, according to the duta 
given—but they are suffcicntly near the true sudnis: 

The effect of the domestic manufacture, 6r COMPETI® 
TION, in reducing the cost of iron to consumers, is admis 
rably shewn in several tables—as well in the reduced 
price of the article on the sea-board, as in those parts of 
our country where foreign iron is not used ut all.’ Vhe 
facts, as to the latter, are conclusive ou this point—ann 
‘THEY CANNOT BE MISTAKEN. 


We have not room to say more--and if we had, should 
feel unwilling to lessen the interest of this report when 
laid before the public, by anticipating its contents, 


ae 


THE FOREIGN NEWS noticed this weck, is highly ins 
teresting. ‘The republic of Poland is finished; aud the 
biil for the reform of the British parliament has been 
rejected in the house of lords. What next? 


Some speculate un a revolution in England—or, at 
least, culculate dangerous procecdings of the people, to 
obtain by force what the “hospital of incurables” has 
denied them: but the king, if resolved to carry the poiut, 
may easily manufucture **a batch of peers,” aud settle 
the affair at once. And then will come the discuntents 
of the old nobility, the grumblings of their reteiners; 
(not few in number, and having great power)—sUstain- 
ed by a high-fed and imperious clergy,* tvembling tor 
the thirty wullions of dollars which they annually exact 
of the people, by the sword;—for it is manifest that re- 
form will not end in the house of commons, and the 
poor-houses continue to be filled with £4 millions of 
wretehed beings—that the great landbolders, through 
the corn laws, the clergy by their tythes, and the inja 
mense army of sinecurists and pensioners Femais, to 
faites on those means which a half-starved populace de- 
mands for immediate subsistence, England must,— 
inevilubly must-one day, pass through a series of 
events hardly less terrible than those of the French res 
voluuon—tor the public debt, and the host of exuctione 
of labor, must be done away; but whether things are ripe 
for revolution, we veuturé not to assert. A trades 
Sree as that of the United States, would capsise the king, 
lords and commons, and extinguish the benel: of bishops, 
m twelve months--and the Brnish systems are so rotten, 
and the diseased parts bear so closely upon one another, 
--that toremove any part endangers the whole concern. 
The reiorm of parliament, tn ise/f, would render ng 
service to the people. ‘he vaunted emancipation of 
the catholics ot Irciand has done nothing to keep the 
people trom starving, or to protect them frome barbarous 
murderings of one another. But a beginning must be 
made somewhere--however dark the ending may ape 
pear. ‘There is a point at which sufferiog will stop—- 
when the majority, even in the most enslaved couutries, 
must assert their natures right to rule, and build up » 
dominion, though based on the shuughtered bodies of 
their fellow men. 





iron mahulactuye creates for the production of the tar- 
mers, and we wust belicve that the entire aggregate is 
tuliy equal to the whole value of flour exporied to fow 
reign places. 
*Unly ove of the bench of bishops, (Ch.chester), voted 





for the reform bill, 
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THE ENCOURAGEMENT OF DOMESTIC MANUFACTURES 
AND INTERNAL IMPROVEMENTS. We should have, in- 
deed, a difficult business, were constructions of the con- 
stitution left to the determination of those who talk so 
much about ‘‘state rights.”? From 1807 to 1815, to 
have doubted the right and duty of congress to en- 
courage and protect domestic manufactures, would have 
been regarded as ToryisM, in the first degree, by the 
starched politicians of Virginia—as numerous matters 
on record plainly shew us; Mr. Jefferson himself going 
sv far as to suggest “PROHIBITIUNS” that such encou- 
ragemcnt and protection might be effectual! ‘This was 
the ne plus ultra of what-has since been called the 
“American System.”? Indeed, few of us are willing to 
go so far--except to prevent frauds on the revenue, 
and assure to DOMESTIC INDUSTRY the whole benefit 
of the laws enacted that it may prosper, and advance 
the population and wealth of our country, both which 
are mightily promoted by its success. Fauankutin would 
have called such acts population laws; and his notion 
was that a “virtuous populace’? was the first element 
of national power—as some, in the ‘oss of it, have 
fearful reasons to admit; though a false pride, gather- 
ing to itsell increasing evils and husbanding new causes 
of adversity, may prevent an acknowledgment of the 
principle: still it goes on,—and will go on, whether ad- 
mitted or not. Bat let this pass. We would rather 
hold up a happy future than prophecy misery. 


So it was in respect to internal improvements. The 
books are filled with proceedings of Virginia, (that pal- 
ladium of the constitution!) favoring their progress, st 
the national expense. On the 26th February 1816, a 
resolution passed the house of delegates soliciting the 
co-operation of the senators and representatives in con- 
gress from that state, for the purpose of engaging the 
aid of the national government, to effect a communica- 
tion between the watcrs of the James and Ohio rivers; 
and on the 16ih Dee. in the same year, the executive 
of the state, (Mr. Tazewell being one of the members), 
communicated to the legislature «a recommendation of 
the board of works, warmly urging that the assistance of 
the general government might be solicited, for the im- 
provement ot the interior of Virginia! On the 22d Feb. 
1817, a resolution passed both branches of the legislature, 
in pursuance of the preceding recommendation of the 
board of works, that a correspondence should be opened 
with the government of the United States, concerning the 
extension and improvement of certain roads and rivers. 
See Reoisren, vol. XXX, psge 282, for these things 
more at length. Really, the constitution would be a 
queer thing—a stange compound of crudities-—if left to 
the never-ending changes of opinion in the ‘‘orthodox,” 
which, as Dr, Fothcrgill said, means ‘tuppermost”’—as 
“the wind blows!” 


And how has it been with the now frantic ‘‘state- 
rights”? politicians of South Carolina, and the present 
head-men of nullification? What was it that Messrs. 
Calhoun, Hamilton, McDuffie, &c. could not find consti- 
tution for, in 1822-3? Were they not at daggers: points, 
almost literally, with Mr. Crawford and his party, the 
radicals in red-jackets, because they would limit the 
powers of the general government, or, as Mr. Calhoun 
and his school preferred to say, the national govern- 
ment? Did not this latter party, with a high hand, 
throw judge Smith, “neck and heels” out of the senate 
of the United States, because that he spoke of “state 
rights?”—and have not the same persons, under a new 
organization of principles (/!!), ugain cast the same 
judge Smith out of the same senate, because he thought 
that all power was not vested in the states? Politics, like 
the wand of Prospero, conjures up storms and tempests, 
spirits of the air and imps of hell; and the senses of men 
are so bewildered, that the spear of Jihuriel touches 





things in vain, to shew their delusions! But this state 
of society cannot last. ‘The whirlwind will not always 
feed itself. Passion must yield to the soberness of reason. 
‘Truth is mighty and will prevail.” 


There is no earthly thing better established in its 
principle than the right of congress to protect the in- 
dustry of the people. The chain of evidence in its 
favor, is perfect—from 1765 to 1831. An hundred 
consecutive proceedings of the freemen of our country 
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in their primary assemblies, and an handred consecu- 
live acts of their representatives, while the revolution 
was preparing, proceeding, or accomplishing, establis} 
this right as a ‘‘natural and unalienable” one, bein 

the ‘‘pursuit of happiness”’—without which the gift of 
life is valueless, and that of liberty nudlifed. The 
master-spirits of the revolution---the giants of the days 
when **struggling nature” gave birth to our republic— 
all, all, asserted and proclaimed and defended this right. 
‘There was only one Arnold among them. British gold 
had its solitary influence then, Franxkuin, and the rest, 
regarded and encouraged domestic industry as the pio- 
neer and shield of independence---so had all the British 
statesmen, from CaaTHam, who would not have allow- 
ed us to “inanufacture a hob-nail,”? down to the meanest 
of the set that demanded unqualified obedience and ab- 
ject submission of our fathers. We have the record of 
these things, and the record is true. The primary meet- 
ings of the people, and the assemblies of their delegates, 
previous to and during the revolution, were not made up 
of liars---nor of fools. Look at the testimony present- 
ed in the address of the late convention at New York, 
Mr. Brown’s speech, inserted in the present oumber, 
anil Mr. Everett's able and eloquent oration, delivered 
before the American’ Institute---and the multitude of 
testimony that might be referred to, And when the 
war at arms was ended, the people soon found that the 
‘*REVOLUTION WAS NUT OVER.”? ‘They were politically 
independent—but personally chained to a support of the 
puupers and eedkndaen, civil and ecclesiastic, of Great 
Britain, They essayed, in their respective slates, to 
relieve themselves of this oppression, which was grinding 
them to the bone—but essayed in vain. Each state, 
surely, then had the power to**REGULATE COMMERCE’’-— 
but there was no harmony in operation; and lord Shef- 


field, and others of his foul school, exulted that the 


profits of American labor would centre in the ‘*mother 
country”? without the expense and trouble of governing 
it! But he and they were doomed to see the establish- 
ment of a FEDERAL ADMINISTRATION, the leading ob- 
ject ot which, (we have the best possible authority for 
say ing---the statement of Mr. Mapison, and as far back 
us 1795)—was to condense and direct the power to ‘*‘1e- 
guiate” trade (which the states had inefficiently exerted), 
tor the “general welfare’’---the states yielding every 
claim to such power; nay, going so far as to pro- 
jibit the exercise of ut by themselves, individually; for 
each was smarting under the ru.nous effects of this mis- 
guided and distracted, yet vital power. And how 
was the rat.fication of this federal compact reevived 
by the peopie---how was it celebrated? By numerous 
and spicndid processions of MECHANICS and AR- 
TIZANS, hziling the result as securing to them » 
reasonable enjoyment, through labor—by checking the 
influx ot the productions of foreign labor, coming into 
competition with their own. And yet further—the 
very first petition presented to the first congress un- 
der the constitution was from Baltimore, praying the 
establishment of an ‘*American System;” which Mr. 
JeFFERSON*® afterwards first clearly desiguated, and Mr. 
Cray first reduced to method and gave a body to. 
Charleston, S. C. and New York, and many other 
places, followed close upon the heels of the people ot 
ultimore. Indeed, the whole free laboring population 
of the United States looked to the first congress lor en- 
couragement, support, PROTECTION; aud the frst 
legislation of that congress was to “eneourage manufac- 
tures.”” And what has happened since’? No congress, 
nor president, nor chief justice, has ever rejected this 
power. The statute books are filled with acts to foster 
agriculture, encourage manufactures, and protect com- 
meree—and they all rest on the same principle—the 
same yielding of ‘*sovereignty” by the several states, 





*In one of his letters in 1817, Mr. J. said, “The his” 
tory of the last twenty years has been a sufficient lesson 
to us all to depend for necessaries on OURSELVES ALONE; 
and | hope that twenty years more will place the Ame- 
rican hemisphere undera SYSTEM OF ITS OWN, 
essentially peaceful and industrious, and not needing to 


extract its comforts out of the eternal fires raging iu the 
old world.” 


“Nae 
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the same prohidition of a resumption of it by | 
Every precedent and practice is in favor of the principles 
tor which we contend, and every state has repeatedly ac- 
knowledged them, even nullificatory South Carolina. 
Who doubted this power when Witt1am Lownpes, 
and a majority of the delegation of South Carolina, 
voted for the tariff law of 1816? Nobody!—WNo voice 
Aad even been raised to question it. But it was reserved, 
and at a recent date, for some men to discover that those 
who made the constitution did not understand its mean- 
ing--that every congress was composed of a majority of 
fools, and that all the presidents of the United States, 
and all the chief justices, were arrant blockheads! This 
is the true state of the case, and notwithstanding at least 
four-fifths of the people admit or cleave to that power, 
as indispensable to the prosperity and duration of the 
American republic. I might say, ninety-nine hundreds 
of the people—for he that admits a right in the general 
government to PROTECT the fruits of our soil, or the 
products of our workshops, in their ¢ransit to market, by 
vessels of war cruising even at the antipodes,—surely 
must grant 3 power in the same government to protect 
the farmers and others in the growth or manufacture of 
these very articles, located within the body and forming 
an integral part of the government, and reposing, as it 
were, immediately under the wings of the eagle——the 
emblem of this land of the free.t And it should be al- 
ways recollected, that every bule of cotton goods, cask of 
nails, case of hats, trunk of boots or shoes, package of 
cabinet furniture, exported, as much, and as faithfully, re- 
presents flour and beef or pork exported, as the barrels 
of those last named articles, duly inspected and brand- 
ed and entered on the custom house books, can possi- 





*By the Srd art. of the 7th sec. congress has power 
to ‘‘regulate commerce with foreign nations,” &c. and by 
the 2nd art. of the 10th sec. the states are prohibited 
from laying duties on imports or tonnage, &c. By the 
embargo laws, the power to “regulate commerce” 
was so far extended us to cover its entire destruction, if 
thought expedient. If there is a right to destroy, the 
right to resirict cannot be doubted. ‘The greater inevit- 
ably inclades the lesser power. 

tlt is not worth while to mince the word—I regard 
that American merchant as a sheer knave, who calls up- 
on the United States to protect him in his pursuits, and 
guard his ship and her cargo at the cannon’s mouth, 
that he may make profit on his capital—and denies a 
right in the government of the United States to protect 
weavers, hatiers and shoe-makers, peacefully employ ing 
their capital, which is labor, (the source of all capital, ) at 
home, by which their wives and little ones are fed and 
clothed, If these “Siree trade” merchants are gods, let 
them shew their patents—let them fight their own bat- 
tlee—LET THEM PROTECT THEMSELVES. If a piracy 
happens at sea, though it affects property only, a vessel 
of war goes off with a hurrah to catch the villains!—but 
if a fraud is committed at the custom house, by which 
the property of a manufacturer is spoiled, no sensibilit 
is roused, and the gentleman who commits it has credit 
for his sagacity—perbaps, even for his PERJURIES! 

It is time to speak plainly about these things—and we 
will do it. We may as well employ British merchants as 
consume British cloths—and the people will soon say 
80,—IMPERATIVELY SAX SO. 

{There has lately been a mighty out-cry among the 
ambassadors from the manufacturers of Yorkshire, who 
**lie abroad” for the benefit of those who pay them, be- 
cause that the collector at New York has ordered all 
packages of cloths, reported at the dollar minimum, to 
the public stores, for examination. They, forsooth, com- 
plain of the proceeding as being tyrannical, injurious 
and unjust! ‘uex are a pretty set to make such com- 
plaints. Huw many thousand barrels of American flour 

are locked up in the English warehouses—because of 
English ‘‘regulations of trade” as to their own market? 
What package of American goods may pass into the 
hands of English merchants, previous to its special ex- 
amination by English custom- house officers? hatever 
an American may say in respect to this matter we can 
easily bear with—but it is sheer impudence in English- 
men to utter one word about it—impudence of supreme 


bly do. It may be generally said, that every 100 dol- 
lars worth of goods manufactured in the United States, 
whether for the domestic or foreign demand, have, in 
the materials of which they are composed or the sub- 
sistence of the persons employed in making them, not 
less than 75 dollars worth of the products of our fields, 
forests and mines. Thus, if the manufactures of the 
United States have a general value of 500 millions a 
year (and I feel certain that this is less than the ultimate 
price of the various commodities of our mechanics, 
manufactures and handicrafts), 375 millions of that value 
has its origin and resting place in lands and their pro- 
ducttons. ‘hese things ave not said slightly. Let no 
one be startied at the magnitude of the amuunts suggest- 
ed; but divide them among the 13 millions of persons 
to be supplied,--from anchors to skillets—-ships to shav- 
ing boxes, from great coats to buttons at 2 cents per 
dozen,* and so on, through all the trades and manufac- 
tures, and it will not appear that I have adopted extra- 
vagant sums, 

Bat we are called upon to cast away this mighty home- 
market and take up ‘‘free trade!”? Do we not already 
export all that other nations will take fromus? What 
American commodity is there that commands a high 
profit, to the American producer, in a foreign country? 
All are as prohibited, unless in small quantities or at 
particular places, except cotton, Grain or flour is vir- 
tually excluded—so are beef, pork, fish and all the rich 
products of the sea, as well as those of our forests and 
workshops; tobacco is taxed 1,000, and rice 100 per 
cent. The foreign market cannot be enlarged; yet some 
would embarrass and destroy the home demand! Were 
the ports of Cuba shut against our flour (though not 
more than 100,000 barrels have been annually reecived), 
the price would be diminished 25 cents per barrel; but 
ruin the market of New England for a million of bar- 
rels of flour from the middle and western states, and 
what would be the consequent reduction in price of all 
and every commodity of our farmers? whither could 
this then surplus million of barrels be sent? ‘To ‘free 
trade” Great Britain?—-that land of ‘‘philosophers,”’ who 
theorise for our benefit and practice for their own! 

There is no such thing as ‘‘free trade’”’—nor can there 
be, until nations are brought under the same standard of 
subsistence. If the United States were dlessed with 
about two and an half millions of paupers—free white 
men hired out like black slaves, perhaps a system of free 
trade might be arranged hetween us and Great Britain, 
that would work tothe yet further making of paupers 
in both countries! But Britain thinks she has enough of 
these already—-and hence denies free trade ¢o other na- 
tions, that ‘hey may assist in supporting them; and holds 
fast to her restrictive system, that foreign competition 
may not multiply her own wants! Generous John 
Buil!!!—Look at the facts stated concerning the whale 
fishery, in another part of this sheet. If our eastern 
brethren had free trade with England only in that, they 
would turn the dulance of trade in our favor, and sweep 
évery British ship engaged in tie fisheries from every 
sea, by their superior patience, perseverance, and skill: 
and their fields ‘tin the deep” might become nearly as 
valuable to our country as the fields of cotton. Aye, and 
thousands of MEN, (rocked on the wave), be reared, that 
would firmly grasp, and unconquerably uphold, the 
‘starry banner,” wherever a kee! might proceed on the 
ocean. 

There is a great excitement at the south against the 
protecting system. Why, we do not understand, except 
in that spirit which envies what it has not the virtue to 
imitate. ‘Ihe partizans of the new doctrines will not con- 
descend to enlighten us—they must admita reduced price 
of all the articles which they have to purchase, and yet 
charge extortion and monopoly on those who mainly sup- 
ply them. They will not go into particulars. Like “I 
THE KING” of Spain, they say, we are oppressed —and 
if not, we have a right to think so—and thinking so, THE 
MINURITY oUGHT TO GOVERN! South Carolina, urged 
on by a few mad politicians, seems half-ready to venture 





*Serviceable buttons are made, in any quantity, in 
Connecticut, and sold at25 cents a groce. I have a 
specimen of them hung up to shew the “extortion” of 





magnitude, and should be ehecked. } 


the manufacturers, 
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upon am experiment which certain British politicians 
have long thought that they themselves might succeed 
in--a dissolution of our union, and a return of the south- 
ern states to their ancient allegiance: and such, in fact, 
must be the irresistible result «f present designs, it nul- 
lification triumphs--and other circumstances shall uot 
render such allegiance nearly worthless, 


That the ‘‘will of the majority to be rightful should 
be reasonable,” 1s cheerfully admitted; but ifthe judg- 
ment of this rightfulness belongs exclusively to the mi- 
nority, as claimed by the mad-eaps of South Carolina, the 
ullima ratio, or an appeal to force, must decide the ques- 
tion; and to this the people of that state (though divided 
among themselves, and having within themselves a most 
fearful agent of desolation), are furiously urged. No 
objection is offered to a revision of the protecting laws—— 
to a reduction of the ‘‘taxes’’ on the people, as pertain- 
ing to duties levied on certain goods imported—-but these 
deny the right of the whole protecting system, and will 
prescribe all the articles on which duties may be ijevied, 
either for revenue or the ‘‘regulation of commerce!” 
And who are they that pretend to this construction of 
the constitution and power of legislation, and claim an au- 
thority to enforce their decision?——-About one half of the 
257,878 people of the United States located in South Ca- 
rolina, against more than ten millions of the people inha- 
biting oter states! We in the majority would do much 
for the sake of harmony——yield much, even of our un- 
doubted rights, (without abandoning principles) in a spi- 
rit of conciliation; but it must not be demanded that we 
shall give up the power to protect ourselves! And here 
the point is at issue. We will go far to accommodate, 
but cannot offer sacrifices to fear; and if the minority is 
to determine as well the expediency as the constitution- 
ality of ALL public measures—(and for such South Ca- 
rolina really contends), the sooner we know it the better! 
If South Carolina may nullify the tariff laws—Missis- 
sippi may do away the judiciary act--Delaware nullity 
the appropriation to the Chesapeake and Delaware canal, 
and take possession of the property— Missouri, under 
the guidance of col. Benton, make it a felony for any 
man to pay his honest debts ina solvent currency —JI- 
linois, on the suggestion of gov. Edwards, nullify the 
jand laws, and seize upon the property of the United 
States for the benefit of that state—Maine put a stop to 
all negotiations with Englund, and make war on New 
Brunswick—and Virginia, especially Virginia, splendi- 
ly led on by Mr. AandolpA, make it a capital offence to 
count values by dollars and cents—tobacco, glorious to- 
bacco, being the only just measure of worth in the ‘‘an- 
cient dominion,” even wherewith to purchase wives, as 
was the practice in those days which Mr. Randolph so 
dolefully laments have passed away, and never will re- 
turn. In this state of things, nullification must end in 
the extinguishment of all power in the general govern- 
ment—fierce contests between the states—the victory 
of the strong, and the enslavement of the weak. AND iF 
so 1r MUST BE—IT MUST, 


Oxp tTrmes. When George Washington, the father 
of his country, was installed president of the United 
States in 1789, he was clothed in American cloth. When 
John Hancock and Samuel Adams, the ‘‘trebels” ex- 
cluded from the royal merey and grace, were installed 
governor and licut. governor of Massachusetts, at the 
cradle of the revolution, in 1789, they were both dressed 
in homespun.* When James Madison, the father of the 
constitution, took his oath of office as president of the 
United States, in 1809, he was also clothed in the pro- 
ducts of American labor. And it was just about this 
time that John Randolph discarded the use of home- 
made goods, because it was thought “patriotic” to pre- 
fer them. 

The last named, it ig stated, attended to make his late 
speech to his “‘dear constituents,” in a British built 
coach, drawn by four horses. 





*The buttons on the coat of John Hancock were of 
silver, and of American manufacture—ihie deviee, a 
shepherd shearing his sheep—the motto, ‘*you gain 
more by our lives than by our deaths.” 


* 














Money has become excessively ‘‘scarce,”’ and will be 
scarcer, unless some diversion in our favor should 
kindly be made by the people of Europe—a small thing, 
like a general war, a complete ‘trow” in England, or a 
brisk and bloody civil contention in France. But the re- 
venue is flourishing—and if its excess of 8 or 10 millions 
causes bankruptcics to the amount of 100 millions, or 
depreciations in property equal to the value of hundreds 
of millions, unhinging all the relations of society that 
England may have a market for her goods in America, 
may we not glory that-the publie debt is paying off, and 
that persons, who do not want money, will be forced to 
take it? 

To be serious—the prospect of the coming winter is 
a grave one, and a serious depression will be estensively 
felt, unless on account of some fortunate incident. The 
product of the pauper-labor of England has been pres- 
sed into the United States to a ruinous extent, and every 
class of society, except office-holders, aud others living 
on fixed revenues, will feel it. There is a doubt about 
the necessity of proteeting the home industry, and yet 
all that we have to export—or, rather, all that other na- 
tions will receive, will not pay for even the manufaciures 
of leather, hats, caps and bonnets that we use. Weare 
glad however to observe that there is some advance in 
the price of flour—for the home demand. ‘This will in- 
crease the circulation of values, and help to settle ba- 
lances between individuals. 





Tue purty on coffee will be one cent per Ib. on bohea 
tea 4 cents, souchong 10, hyson 12, imperial, &e. 25—on 
the Ist of January next. It is estimated that these re- 
duced duties will affect the revenue in the sum of about 
1,500,000 dollars, and yet the products of the duties on 
imports are enormous, 





Sucan. Ifa writer in the ‘‘Salem Gazette” had re- 
ferred to the 38th or 39th vol. of **Niles’ Register,” for 
his faets concerning sugar, instead the 9th [1816],—he 
would have seen that protection, (or something else, I 
care not what), had mightily reduced the profits of the 
planters, and caused a supply of the commodity at a re- 
duction in price, as compared with that of 1816, equal to 
the whole amount of the duty or “tax”? imposed on the 
foreign article. ‘The calculations then of what has been 
might as well have been ‘‘let alone.” ‘*Things as they 
are’? most interest us, 





Tanneries, The capital invested in the tanneries of 
New York, is estimated at five millions of dollars. Their 
annual production is pretty nearly in the same sum, 





BRiTisu 1RoN TRADE. In addition to the facts stated 
in our last, we now learn that such is the ruinous depres- 
sion in this branch of manufacture at the present time, 
that pig iron, which cannot be sold for less than £4 per 
ton, so as to remunerate the manufacturer, may now be 
bought in any quantities at £2 10s. pertop. ‘Ibe prin- 
cipal cause of the depression is the excessive quantity 
rmaanulactured, 

Restitution. Treasury department, November 16, 
1831-—The secretary of the treasury has received one 
hundred and seventy-five dollars, transmitted anony- 
mously through the post office, as ‘ta bulance acknow- 
ledged at the confessional, to be due unto the United 
States, by a member of the Catholic church.” 

(‘The drab-gaitered gentry who have long infested N. 
York, have defrauded us of millions—but there is litle 
hope of reaching the consciences of these men, except 
through a swifily-expected consumption of hemp. Is 
it not a shame, that three fourths of the whole importa- 
tion of goods from England, at that port, is ia the haads 
of men who are aliens to the United States.} 





RaiL RVUADS VERSUS CANALS. Among the selections 
from foreign newspapers in the National Gazette, we 
find the following— 

“The Liverpool Albion relates a singular fact in relation 
to rail roads and canals. A bill has passed the British 
parliament during the present session, and received the 
royal assent, for sonverting the Manchester, Bolton and 
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Bary canal into a rat] road. This canal is eleven miles 
in length, and runs through one of the most populous, 
wealthy and important manufacturing districts in the 


- country. It forms a part of the line intended for the 


roposed rail road from Liverpool to Leeds, The ma- 
jority of the stockholders in the canal have spontaneously 
acquiesced in the change.”’ 





Gotp has been found, in considerable quantities in 
Indiana—and rich deposits have been discovered in parts 
of the low country of North Carolina, near Ransom’s 
Bridge, about 200 miles east of the western mines in 
that state, 

Vermont. Mr. Slade, formerly a clerk in the de- 
partment of state, and ejected by Mr. Van Buren, has 
been elected to congress from the district lately repre- 
sented by the lamented Maliary---after many trials to 
make achoice. Mr. Slade was the anti-masonie can- 
didate. 

_ Massacausetrs. The annual election for governor, 
lieutenant governor, and members of the legislature, 
took place lust week. Three candidates were run tor 
governor, and the latest return of votes stands thus: 

For Mr. Lincoln, (Nat. Republican), 22,622 
Lathrop, (Anti-Mason), 10,585 
Morton, (Jackson), 9,038 

It was thought by many that, after the publication of 
Mr. Lincoln’s letter, the anti-masons would not have 
offered a candidate—Mr. L. never having had any con- 
nection with the society to which they are opposed. 

Yet another attempt to elect a member of congress 
from the Bristol district has failed—for Mr. Hodges 
3,143, Mr. Ruggles 3,085, and 184scatiering.”? Mr. H. 
wanting 54 votes of an election. So in the Essex North 
district—for Mr. Cushing 2,050, Mr. Kittredge 1,591, 
Mr. Osgood 1,463, and 25 scattering—‘'no choice.” 


New York. The contest at the late general election 
in this state, seems to have rested almost wholly be- 
tween the ‘Jackson’ party and the anti-masonic, Of 
the assembly, the former has elected 93 members—and 
the whole ‘“‘opposition”’ is put down at 35. The result is 
nearly the same as it was last year, when the Jackson 
party had 95 members. ‘The senate has the same poli- 
tical character. The number of votes taken was small — 
no great deal of interest having been excited. 


_ Gsoncra. Warm work seems to have been expected 
in this state, because it was feared that certain returns of 
votes for governor, not being altogether in the forms re- 
quired by Jaw, would not be handed over by the then 
governor to be counted. A correspondence was opened 
with Mr. Giumer on the subject, but he declined to an- 
ewer certain letters addressed to him, and “down with 
the usurper” was already the cry. But so it was that, 
whether these votes were counted or not, Mr. Lumpkin 
was declared to have the majority, and duly installed. 
Parties are exceedingly hot in Georgia—though, as we 
have more than once remarked, we do not know what 
the people are differing about. Perhaps they are touch- 
ed with the old politics of New York, by which persons 
were transformed from democrats to federalists, or vice 
versa, While sleeping in their beds—the test sometimes 
suddenly changing from an opposition to a support 
of Messrs. Clinton, King, or other distinguished indivi. 
duals—as the magician worked his wand. It seems that 
the political party opposed to gov. Lumpkin, has a small 
mujority in both branches of the legislature. 





KENTUCKY. The following is a statement of the vote 
for senator in congress, in the legislature of Kentucky: 
In the senate. ‘ 


For Henry Clay, i 
R. M. Johnson, 19 
Warden Pope, 1 

38 


In the house of d lee. 
Henry Clay, eee 65 
R. M. Johnson, 4s 


Mr. Clay, with col, Johnson, and Mr. Rowan, the late 
senator, were all at Frankfort at the time of the election. 
When general Jackson, under the same circumstances, 
was elected a senator of the United States from Ten- 
“ribo he had a majority of 10 votes over Mr. Wil- 
ams. 

The Washington Globe uses the following language, 
in anticipation of the election of Mr. Clay, It suggested 
perjury ond fraud in advance, on the legislature of Ken- 
tucky! 

‘‘if under these circumstances, Mr. Clay should come 
to the senate, he will but consummate hisruin. He will 
stand in that body, not as the representative of Ken- 
tucky, but ofa few base men rendered infamous by the 
fraud perpetrated in electing him, He will be but the 
shadow of what he was once in congress, when he stood 
upon the basis of the democratic principles which he 
then avowed, and which the people of Kentucky still 
maintain, He will no longer represent his countrymen— 
but like an Irish patriot become an English pensioner, 
he will represent an odious oligarchy; and owing his 
station altogether to chicane and management, he will 
be stript of the dignity of his character, and will gradual- 
ly sink into insignificance.” 

Since the election of a senator from Kentucky—the 
editors of the ‘*Globe” are not any better pleased. Why 
not suffer the gentleman preferred to slide into ‘‘insigni- 
ficance,”’ as it is nuthoritatively said by theGlobe that he 
‘will?? We wish a truce to such rough impeachwents, 
STATE BANK oF Tennessee. The following isan ex- 
tract from governor Carroll’s message to the legislature 
of Tennessee, transmitted on the 19th ult 
‘‘In the communication which 1 made at the com- 
mencement of the last session of the general assembly, 
I urged the propriety of a strict examination of the state 
bank, from a conviction that many of its officers and 
agents had disregarded the trust reposed in them, by 
using the public funds for their own private advantage. 
The joint committee to whom was referred the duty of 
enquiring into the condition of the bank, discovered that 
the officers of the principal institution at Nashville 
were defuulters (oa large amount; but the near approach 
of the termination of the session, when this information 
was obtained, rendered it impracticable, at that time, to 
ascertain the precise deficiency. The new directory, 
however, were authorised to eine the business to a 
close as soon as possible; this they have not yetentirely 
accomplished, although great diligence has been used 
for that purpose. Nearly two senieed thousand dollars 
have been obtained from the cashier and clerk, and it ie, 
still to be feared that there is still a considerable sum in 
default. When it shall be accurately known, a hope is 
entertained, that the securities of the cashier will be dis- 
posed to setile, in a manner: satisfactory to the state. 
Although there is every reason to apprehend, that a loss 
will be sustained at the principal bank in Nashville, yet 
it is believed that a much greater proportional deficien- 
cy will be found to exist at the agencies. ‘The report of 
gen. Smith, of the examination which he bas made of 
the agencies in West Tennessee, is now before me, and 
it exhibits extensive insolvencics on the part of the debt- 
ors, and great inaccuracies in the transaction of the 
public business by most of the agents, ‘he amount due 
at the agencies in West ‘Tennessee is about two hundred 
and filly thousand dollars, and of this sum at least sixty 
thousand dollars, and probably more, will be certainly 
lost. ‘he gentleman appointed to examine the Kast 
Tennessee agencies has not reported; but it cannot be 
otherwise than that some loss will also be sustained in that 
end of the state. From this view of the subject it is 
palpable, that the state has already ineurred a heavy in- 
jury, and that most of its funds are in great jeopardy. 
Wiat then can be done to secure the interest of the 
country? The answer is obvious. Measures must be 
immediately adopted to close the affairs of the bank 
with as little delay as possible, taking care not to oppress 
the debtor part of society. 

Missount. General Ashley, the independent eandi- 
date, has been elected to congress in the place of the 
late Mr. Pettis—beating Mr. Wells, the ‘‘regularty no- 
minated Jackson candidate” by a very decided majority, 
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The general is in favor of internal improvements, the | 

rotection of domestic industry, the judiciary, and the 
bank of the United States. The people of no state have 
better reason to value a sound currency than those of 
Missouri, for the doings of the “rag barons” there were 
exceedingly oppressive—and then came the ‘‘loan office” 
scheme, to gnaw at what the “barons” had failed to ob- 
tain—and waste. Gen. Ashley is a decided supporter of 
the ‘‘American System.” 





Masons. The Globe publishes with approbation a 
aragraph from the Anti-Masonic Star—which concludes 
y saying —‘‘gc > Mark our prediction. A majority of 

the Baltimore convention, in December, will be actual 
masons or their relatives.” 

The delegates from Baltimore are not masons. How 
their ‘‘relations” stand we do not know. But the nearest 
relations of one, we happen to know, are Episcopalians, 
and of the other Roman Catholics. 

A letter published in the “Globe” from Indiana, says 
that the design of the opponents of the present admin- 
istration in that state, is to prefer Mr, Clay for the 
presicency and Mr. Wirt, for the vice-presidency, and 
‘thus puts down anti-masonry by electing two masons.” 





Corron. From the Charleston Courier of Nov. 12, 
A friend, now on a visit to the eastern states, has sent 
to us, by the ship Dover, from Boston, a specimen of 
what is called **Payta cotton,” a small portion of which 
is in the seed, and a portion ginned; together with the 
seed taken from the latter, which may be examined at 
our office. It is stated to grow spontaneously on the 
coast of Peru, and that any quantity may be had in the 
seed, at one cent per pound. ‘Two parcels have been 
imported into Boston, one of which, amounting to about 
200 bales, has been ginned out by a common saw gin, 
and some of it sold at 15 cents per pound. The other 
parcel is in the process of being cleaned by hand. It 
was found to lose about 2-3ds of its weight in the pro- 
cess of cleaning. ‘The merchants interested in these 
importations, according to the statement of our corres- 
pondent, seem to think if the duty on imported cot- 
tons were removed, that a good business may be done 
in the article. The staple is so long, that none of the 
machinery at present in use in the neighborhood of Bos- 
ton can work it advantageously. Our correspondent 
also states, that there is a quantity of the seed which 
might be procured, should any of our planters be in- 
clined to try it. The plant is a perennial one, 





CaNADIAN commeEeRCcE—/ree trade. The Montreal 
Gazette of Nov. 8, says, we mentioned some months 
ago, that a mercantile house in this city had made a 
shipment of flour to England, manufactured at the Ga- 
nanogue mills in the upper province, from wheat im- 
ported from the U. States. The certificate of the custom 
house in this city, which accompanied the flour, stated 
these facts concerning its origin; and we are pleased to 
learn from the shippers of the flour, that they have 
received intelligence from Liverpool of its having been 
ndmitted on the same terms as colonial flour. Upon 
this point we now have the coneurring opinions of the 
highest law officer in Upper Canada, of our custom 
house department, and of that in Great Britain, so that 
all doubts that may have been entertained on the sub- 
jeet, must be dissipated. 





“Scarcity aNp supeLty.” The small comparative 
reduction of four millions, in the circulation of the 
bank of England, has caused a most severe pressure for 
money in that country—for even that amount assesses a 
value, as it were, on all sorts of commodities, 

‘The London Herald says-—According to the governor 
of the bank of England the amount of the notes in cir- 
culation at present is, as near as can be ascertained, 
17,600,000. Thus, within a short period, it appears 
«hat the currency has been reduced about four millions, 
No wonder that money is scarce in the country. No 
wonder that the prices of produce and manufactured 
goods are falling, or that the nation, in general, is in a 
state of distress. We do not blame the directors of 


been necessary for the safety of their establishment; 
nor do we blame them for keeping secret their affairs— 
that indeed is the work of the proprietors; but we say 
that no company should possess the power that this 
does—~a power by which the directors are enabled to 
raise or depress the price of every thing at their plea- 
sure. It is, however, quite clear to us that one of two 
things must be done—either the currency must be in- 
creased by the issue of one pound notes, or the expen- 
diture of the state must be reduced at least ore-third, 


ENGLAND anv Carina. By the brig Osprey, captain 
Caidwell, arriving at Charleston from St. Helena, intel- 
ligence is received that, on the 16th September, the 
Eust India company’s sloop of war Coote, arrived at St. 
Helena, with despatches for England, announcing that 
the English factories at Canton had been broken up by 
the Chinese, the servants attached to the factories had had 
their hands taken off, the Jikeness of king George torn 
down and trampled under foot, the trees in front of the 
factories torn up, &c. All commerce between the Eng- 
lish and Chinese ceased after the 10th August, and the 
British ships had all left Macoa. 

[It the ports of the ‘ ‘celestial empire” should be block- 
aded by the English, as it is possible that they may be, 
what suffering will there be in all the world for the want 
of those things which the emperor has been graciously 
pleased to let the dardbarians carry away, (in exchange 
tor silver), that they might not perish—such as tea, por- 
celain and fans! 

{Other accounts say that things had not proceeded to 
such extremities, between the British and Chinese—but 
speak of serious difficulties between them.] 





Cotony oF Liserta. Inthe town of Monrovia, 55 
new wood and stone houses were.erected; Caldwell and 
Millsburg, and some towns for recaptured negroes, 
share in the general prosperity. Francis Devanny, an 
emancipated slave, has accumulated a property worth 
$20,000. Mr. Warring, another colonist, sold goods to 
the amount of $70,000; two of the colonists own vessels, 
and would trade with the United States, had they a na- 
tional flag. Net profits on ivory and dye woods, passing 
through the hands of the settlers in one year, was $30,786; 
eight vessels traded to the colony last year, from Phila- 
delphia. 

In agriculture, every thing grows spontaneously; there 
is no winter; one continual spring blooming. There are 
six scl:ools in successful operation. It is calculated that 
every child in the colony shall be educated; 100 from 
the neighboring clans now attend the schools in Liberia. 
Divine service and Sunday schools are regularly attended. 
There are three religious societies, Baptist, Methodist 
and Presbyterian. Meetings on the jsabbath and week 
day evenings, ‘Three Swiss missionaries reside there. 
The Christian religion appears to have some influence on 
the surrounding tribes. The population is 2,000—they 
have 6 militia companies, a fort, 20 pieces of cannon, 
and arms enough to arm 1,000 men, [WM FY. Evan. 
Mr. Barnour. 'We met with the following in a let- 
ter from the Washington correspondent of the **United 
States Gazette,” and give it a place the more readily, be- 
cause we have heard the same facts stated by persons 
who were present at the discussion spoken of—and the 
like of which, with a complete overthrow of Mr. Bar- 
bour’s theories, we had the pleasure to witness at Wash- 
ington in 1828, in an argument between him and our 
late valued and dear friend, Abraham H. Schenck, of 
Matteawan, New York. Never was the mastery of a 


practical man more fully shewn than on the occasion 
alluded to. 


While the anti-masons were in Baltimore, Mr. P. P. 
Barbour arrived at Barnum’s, on his way to Philadel- 
phia. He was very eager to come in conflict with some 
of the tariff men from the eastward, and threw himself 
out for that purpose. After some skirmishing about, he 
encountred a Rhode Islander, a merchant from Provi- 
dence, who at once entered the Jists against him. Mr. 





the Lank for withdrawing their issues—-it might have 


Barbour commenced with a pretty vigorous attack on 
the tariff, as productive of ruinous eonsequences to the 
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south. He was requested to come down from generali- 
ties, and specify the articles on which the tariff operat- 
ed with such a destructive effect. He selected accord- 
ingly, and ran through his list with his accustomed vo- 
iubility. The Rhode Islander then produced a compara- 
tive price-current, from which he demonstrated that the 
articles which had been specified, are now to be obtained 
in the south at a lower rate than before the tariff was 
imposed. Mr. Barbour referred to some other articles, 
but he was again met with the same plain matter of fact 
refutation. Driven from alli these points, he discharged 
a tremendous voiley of theories and abstractions, and 
pushed off with a declaration that, if the southern people 
believed themselves to be oppressed it amounted to the 
same thing as if they were oppressed; and that, if by the 
repeal of the tariff, which they solicited, they injured 
themselves, it was nobody’s business but their own.— 
But he was not permitted to enjoy even this position. 
His opponent steadily denied that the southern citizens 
had any right to the gratification of a mere caprice, when 
that gratification was to be attained by the ruin of so 
large a portion of the country—it must be ruined by a 
repeal of the tariff. Millions of capital suddenly thrown 
out of employ, and splendid establishments overthrown 
in an instant, and thousands of citizens rendered at once 
poor and without a vocation, were considerations too 
weighty to be invoked for no other purpose than to satisly 
a few restless politicians and enthusiastic theorists that 
they werein anerror. The triamph of the eastern mer- 
chant over the southern lawyer, was consklered by the 
auditors as complete; and several were solicitous to find 
out the pedigzee and profession of the victor. They 
were informed that he wasa man of no proud preten- 
sions, but was a fair specimen of the average population 
of the section of country from which he came. Lis 
knowledge was practical; and the superiority of prac- 
tical knowledge over high-sounding theory, was never 
more perfectly demonstrated. 

THE FREE TRADE CONVENTION. The correspondent 
of the New York Enquirers, who professes to have been 
a spectator of the proceedings of this body, gives the 
following ludicrous caricature in one otf his letters*— 

Alter the proposition of Mr. Gallatin was quietly dis- 
posed of—and it was a difficult task todo so—Mr. John- 
son, of South Carolina, made a motion which again ex- 
cited the deepest expectations of the crowd, “Now 
for a fight! now for a fight!” “Here comes the thunder 
and lightening at last!’? He objected to the clause 
which recognised the incidental power to protect manu- 
factures. ‘his motion almost led toa complete disrup- 
tion of harmony. ‘The clouds lowered and mutters of 
the thunder were heard. I never saw any assembly so 
near plunging into a fiery debate which might last for 
days. Mr. Sherman, of Connecticut, and ‘Theodore 
Sedgwick, had almost broken down every feeling of cau- 
tion. Happily, Mr. Sedgwick threw into his speech 
some eccentric views, which crested a general smile 
over the convention. His views of the tariff were quite 
original, He believed it to be perfectly constitutional 
but radically unjust. lis objections to it rested on a 
higher ground than unconstitutionality---the tariff laws 
were contrary to the laws of God and nature,and that 
was the reason of his opposition. He appeared to be- 
lieve free trade was a God-Almighty principle, and, 
therefore, all tariff men were obdurate sinners, and irre- 
coverably dainned. This made the southern nullifiers 
smile and others laugh outright. You will be surprised 
when I tell you that the South Carolina nullifiers are 
sane, reasonable men, when compared with those from 
Boston. During this laiter debate, it was the greatest 
difficulty in the world to prevent one of these Boston 


gentlemen from getting up and “‘letiing slip the dogs of 


war’’---opening the very chambers of the tempest and 
hurricane. ‘There is a comical anecdote told of three 
true blue southern nullifiers laying hold—one on each 
arm, a third by the tail of his coat—and keeping one ot 
the red-hot Boston nullifiers quietly in his seat, in spite 
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of his attempts to make a flaming speech. A southern 

nullifier only believes that a single state has a right to 

nullify a tariff law—the Boston nullifier goes much fur- 

ther—*damn the union,” ssys he, ‘‘who’s afraid? Not 

only hasa state, but a town—a county—nay, a single 
man, has a right to nullify alaw of congress and seecde 
from the union.”? 

THe MILITIA system. Many extravagancies have 
been exhibited at New York, Albany, &c. to destroy the 
present militia system, by ridicule. Fulstaff’s account of 
his recruits, isa moderate thing compared with these 
parades! The deseriptions of the dresses and equip- 
ments of the ‘‘soldiers,’’ shew that, in inventive talents, 
our people are not confined to the discovery of the qua- 
\drant, the cotton gin, the application of steam to boats 
yand land carriages, the making of machine ecards, and 
other ‘notions. ”’ 





FasHIons comrk rounv. In 1663, the legislature of 
Massachusetts passed the following law: 

“And herealter, no person whatever shall make any 
garment for women with sleeves more than an ell wide.” 

Sleeves a yard and a quarter wide! No small latitude 
this for the daughters of the first settlers. If this law 
was deemed necessary, the fashion must have far ex- 
ceeded an ell. The dresses of the ‘‘charming crease 
tures” of those times, probably rivalled the exquisite 
amplitude of the dishops of the present day. 
[ Boston Centinet. 





DomeESTIC SLAVE TRADE. According to the New Or- 
leans papers, there were imported into that port during 
the weck commencing on the 16th ult. from the various 
ports of the U. States, 371 slaves, principally from Vur- 
ginia-—as follows: 


By the Tribune, from Alexandria, 14! 
Sarah, from Baltimore, 4 
United States, from Norfolk, 150 
James Ramsay, from Baltimore, 2 
Susan, from Charleston, 14 
Aulas, from Charleston, 60 


Total, 371 





Mra. Jerrens, of New Jersey, who, «s we thought was 
in Guatemala, having charge of the affairs of the U, 
States, very unexpectedly returned to New Jersey, and 
proceeded to Washington, “to explain (says the account) 
certain charges of forgery brought against him.” And 
the CincinnatiGazette of the 15th inst. says that the de- 
partment of state had sent to the clerk of the court in 
that city, and obtained a copy of the indictment for for- 
gery,—with a certificate that Mr. Jcffers had forfeited 
his recognizance. ‘The last that we had heard of this 
gentleman until now, was that he had embarked at Pen- 
sucola, on the 11th October, in the U. S. schooner Por- 
poise, for the republic of Central America. 





A question srartrep! Ina laborious examination of 
old papers, to gather facts for an interesting purpose,— 
1 oftentimes meet with things that amuse, and some that 
astonish me—among them many queer sayings of my 
old triend, Thomas Ritchie—whiich are valuable, seeing 
that a file of bis paper cannot be obtained for reference 
to his vagarics; and thus, as has been severely said of 
medical gentlemen, his works are covered—almost hy 
oblivion. Wht a fate for the great autocrat of “or. 
thodoxy?” 

‘The following, however, amused me,—and 1 thought 
that it ought to have a renewed and full publication, tor 
the benefit of ell men, and the Hebrews in particular’ 
But this “1, MORDECAI MANUEL NOAH,” [I al- 
ways thought bis mitdle name was **Manassah”), now 
holds a high and responsible office under the United 
States—and I must needs think that the tact never occure 
red to president Juckson when he appointed him, that 
the said Morpecat standsbefore us asa SOVEREIGN 





“We wish to be considered, however, as placing little 
faith in what is stated in the New York Courier, except 
when speaking against itself, or the party that it hap- 


pens, for the time being, to adhere to. [En. Ree. 


PRINCE, in command of a whole nation, making laws 
and assessing taxes, without the jurisdiction of the U. 
States, as well as within the same! The great question 
then is—is this sovereign prince, the said “Monnecar” 
—-deriving his title, as he gives usto understand, from 
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‘JEHOVAH,” eligible to the office of surveyor of the 
port of New York? Will the judge of the United States 
courts (who lately volunteered an opinion that certain of 
the most important acts of congress were unconstitution- 
if 

ordecai’s office as “judge of Israel,? is valid—the 
title of gen. Jackson to the presidency would appear 


ot). examine this matter and give us his decision? 


somewhat questionable! 


Ceremonies at the laying of the corner stone of the city 


‘of Ararat!! 
BY M. M. NOAIL 
[Extract from the order of procession. 
‘Rev. clergy, stewards with corn, wine and oil. 
“Bible, square and compass, borne by a master mason, 
the JupGE oF IsrarL in black, wearing the judictal 
robes of crimson silk, trimmed with ermine, and a richly 
embossed gold medal suspended from the neck.” 
The procession enters the church. On the commu- 
nion table lay the corner stone of ARARAT, with the fol- 

Jowing inscription in Hebrew: 

**Hear, O Israe}! the Lord is our God.—The Lord is 
ong.” Ararat, the Hebrew refuge, founded by MORDE- 

CAL MANUEL NOAH, in the month of ‘Visri, 5585, 

corresponding with September, 1825, and in the 50th of 

American lodepepdence. * 

‘PROCLAMATION. ”? 
{ Laxtracts. | 

* Whereas it has pleased ALMIGHTY GOD to ma- 
nifest to his chosen people the approach of that period 
when, in fulfilment of the promises made to the race of 
Jacob, and asa reward for their pious constancy and 
triumphant fidelity, they are to be gathered from the 
four quarters of the globe, and to resume their rank and 
character among the governments of the earth.”’ 

“1, MORDECAL MANUEL NUAH, citizen of the 
United Stetes of America, late consul ot the said states 
for the city and kingdom of ‘Tunis, high sheriff of New 
York, counsellor at law, and by the grace or GOD, Go- 
VERNOR AND JUDGE oF IsRAEL, have issued this MY 
proclamation,” 

_ **Phe desired spot in the state of New York, to which 
} hereby invit+ my beloved people throughout the world, 
in cominon with those of every religious denomination, 
is culled Granp Istann, and on which I shall lay the 
foundation of a city of retuge, to be called ARARAT.” 

‘In His (JEHOVAW’S) name do I revive, renew and 
re-establish the government of the Jewish nation, under 
the auspices snd protection of the constitution and laws 
of the United States of America, Confirming and per- 
petuating all our rights and privileges, our wame, our 
rank, and our power, among the nations of the earth, as 
they existed and were recognized under the governments 

of the judges. And] HEREBY ENJuIN it upon all our pi 
gus and venerable rabbis; our presidents and elders of 
synagogues, chiefs of colleges, und brethren in authori- 
ty, throughout the world, to circulate and make known 
this my proclamation, and to give it full publicity, cre- 
dence, and effect. 

‘*Jt is my will, that a census of the Jews throughout 
the world be taken, and returns of persons together with 
their age and occupation, be registered in the archives of 
the synagogue where they are accustomed to worship.” 

**Those of our people who, from age, local attach- 
ments, or from any other cause, prefer remaining in the 
several parts of the world which they now respectively 
inhabit, and who sre treated with Lberality by the pub- 
Jie authorities, are permitied to do so” 

Those Jews who are in the military employment of 
the different sovereigns of Europe, are enjoined to 
keep in thew ranks until further orders, and conduct 
themselves with bravery and fidelity. ”’ 

“1 command that a strict neutrality be observed in the 
ending war between the Greeks and the T'urks, enjoin- 

¢d by considerations of safety towards a numerous popu- 
Jation of Jews now under the oppressive dominions of 
tne O'toman porte.” 

‘J abolish, torever, palygamy amo.g the Jews.” 

“J prohibit marriages or giving Aedachim, wi hout 
both parties are of a suitable nye, and can read ani write 
the language of the country whieh they respectively in- 
jyab t. - 

“Prayers shall forcver be said in the Hebrew lan- 





on the principles of the Jewish faith, and the doctrines 
of morality generally, be delivered in the language of 
the country, together with such reforms which, without 
departing trom the ancient faith, may add greater so- 
lemnity to our worsbip.” 

**A capitation tax of three shekels in silver per annum, 
or one Spanish dollar, is hereby levied upon each Jew 
throughout the world,’’ 

**] do hereby name as commissioners”’ [here follows a 
list of rege ar I ‘‘to aid and assist in carrying into 
effect the provisions of this my proclamation, with powers 
to sppoiut the necessary agents in the several parts of 
the world, and to establish emigrating societies, in order 
that the Jews may be concentrated and capacitated as aq 
distinct body, having at the head of each kingdom or 
republic such presiding officers 2s J shall, upon their 
recommendations, appoint. 

‘J entreat to be remembered in your prayer, and lastly 

and most earnestly. 1 do enjoin you to—*keep the 
charge of the Lord thy God, to walk in His ways, to 
keep His statutes and His commandments and His jadg- 
ments and His testimonies, as it is written in the laws 
of Moses, that thou mayest prosper in all thou doest, 
and whithersoever thou turnest thyself. ”’ 
‘Given at Buffalo, in the state of New York, this 
second day of Tisri, in the year of the world 5585, cor- 
responding {with the fifteenth day of September, 1824, 
and in the fiftieth year of American Independence. 


iy the judge **A. B. SELXAS, sec’y protem.” 





BRIEF NOTICES. 
Mr. Adams, late president of the United States, after 
the clo-e of the literary convention at New York, pro- 
ceeded to Washington, and arrived there last week. 
Convictions. Many convictions of slaves have re- 
cently taken place in North Carolina, and execution 
swiftly followed. Several free negroes had been tried, 
und were acquitted, 
Very important! Anderson, the English singer, who 
was driven off the stage in New York, has had the Jike 
calamity at Boston. A litle more civility ag to the peo- 
ple among whom he was coming to get money, would 
have prevented these things. The songster seems to 
have been very free with his tongue about the **Vankees,’” 
Mrs. Chapman. Vhis miserable woman, charged 
with being the accomplice of the Spaniard Mina in the 
murder of her Lusband—(immediately after whose de- 
cease she married the adventurer), has been arrested in 
western Pennsylvania, in the midst of her relatives, and 
lodged in the jail at Erie, by Mr. Blayney, high con- 
stable at Philadelphia, who thus obtains the reward of 
$300 offered tur ber apprehension, by the governor of the 
state, 
Sing Sing. There are in this state prison of New 
York, 1013 criminals—chiefly employed in quarrying 
and dressing marble. Only 12 were in the hospital. 
Steambouts in the West, \t appears from published 
documents on the subject, that from 1811, when the first 
western steamboat was Jaunched, to the spring of 18351, 
there had been employed on those waters 402 steam 
boats, of which 220 were in use last year, and 182 not 
in existence. Of these, 66 were worn out, 37 snagged, 
16 burnt, 3 run down by other boats, 4 or 5 stove by ice, 
sand bars, rocks, &e. and 30 destroyed by causes not ex- 
actly known. No less than 60 boats, within the writer’s 
knowledge, have been building or contracted for within 
the present year. 
Cavalry. The journal des Flaras, published at Co- 
peuhagen, says, 15,000 Danish horses were sold in the 
first eicbt months of that year to Prussia, France, and 
Belgium, which produced a sum of twa taillions of tha- 
lers. 
Broom Carn. It is said that 50,000 bushels of the 
seed of this corn were raised in Northampton, Mass, in 
the present year, and it will sell for 50 cents a bushel, 
to make whiskey. ‘Yhe manufacture of corn brooms 1s 
a large business. Z. 
Ea plosions. Vhe pringipals and their seconds in a late 
affair of *thonor,”? who erossed fram Kentucky to Indie 
ana ina steam f- rry boa’, to settle the dispute, in which 
one of them was slightly wounded, being on their return 
to Louisville—both boilers of the boat bursted, and at 





£UCses bu! iis recommended that oceasional discourses 


jeast four persons were killed—among them the eng)- 
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neer awd one of the firemen. Those who had escaped 
the explosion of gun powder, also escaped that of steam. 
Dimensions of the capitol and iis grounds. The 
und within the iron railing is 224 acres; length of 
foot walk, outside of railing, 7 of a mile and 185 feet.— 
The building is as follows: length of front 352 feet 4 in- 
ches, depth of wings 121 feet 6 inches, east projection 
and steps 65 feet, west do. do. 83 feet—covering l}acre 
and 1,820 feet. Height of wings to tep of balustrade 70 
feet, height to top of centre dome 145 feet; representa- 
tives’ room (greatest length) ¥5 feet, representatives’ 
room (greatest height) 60 teet, senate chamber (greatest 
length) 74 feet, senate chamber (greatest height) 42 feet; 
great central rotunda 96 feet in diameter and 96 feet 


h. 
Mihe north wing was commenced in 1792, finished in 
1800, and cost $480,262 57; the south wing was com- 
menced in 1803, finished in 1808, and cost $308,808 41; 
centre building was commenced in 1818, finished in 1827, 
and cost $957,647 35. 

New Orleans. A considerable excitement prevailed 
in this city, and a part of the presbytery of the church of 
St. Louis wag partially demolished, because that the rec- 
tor had refused to inter, with the rites of the Catholic 
church, the reliets of « person who had committed sui- 
cide. Such is one of the canons of that church. 

Cholera morbus. It appears that twelve of the crew 
ofthe U. S. ship John Adams, (lately at Constantino-~ 
ple), have died of diarrhza, or cholera morbus—but that 
the health of the ship had been restored. 

A powder magazine at Savannah, lately exploded, 
and five persons, employed in removing some powder, 
were instantly killed, and three others, near the premises, 
soon died of the wounds they received. The bodies of 
all were horribly mangled. 

Unnatural marriage. A good deal is said in the Phi- 
ladelphia papers of a brother and sister, natives of 
England, who have been recently marricd—also uttering 
suspicions that they had made-way with the man’s late 
wife—having coupled a short time after her decease. 


FOREIGN NEWS. 
Arrivalsat New York trom England and France, bring 
London advices to the Ilth, and Paris to the 12th Oc- 
tober. 





FRANCE. 

In the chamber of deputies, on the 10th October, the 
bill providing for the abolition of hereditary peerage, pass- 
ed by a majority of 238. The king had granted permis- 
sion to all the Belgian officers im the service of France, 
to return to the service of their country —those who have 
been three years injservice t» be promoted a grade higher. 

ENGLAND. 

The reform bill had becn rejected ia the house of 
lords by a majority of 41. “This decision has thrown the 
whole country into a state of fearlul excitement.— 
The debate on the night of its rejection, was carried on 
with great animation. While the opposition deprecat- 
el ils passage as an infraction so serious that it was cal- 
culated to destroy the constitution, the ministers, and 
others triendly to its passage, advicated it as a measure 
called tor by present abuses, and intended to preserve 
the constitution, itself; thatut, or some other measure ot 
similar character, must be ad »pted, or the people would 
resort to the allernative of revoiuuon. Lt was supposed 
that the king would create new peers, by conferring titles 
on the eldest sons of lords friendly to the bill, and thus 
secure a majority in the house of lords. Supported, as 
the ministry are, both by the king and the people, it is 
supposed that they will remain in power, notwithstand- 
lug their defeat. Earl Grey, the premicr, had declared 
to that effect prior to the deteat of the bill. 

PULAND AND RUSSIA. 

As was to have been anticipated, the army of Puland 
has been dispersed, and the triumph of ber oppressor 
may be said to be complete. Rozyski retreated from 
Modlin into Gallicia, beiag unable to keep his army to- 
gether, ‘The troops at Modlin had surrendered, so that 
all hope of Polish liberty, for the present, must be de- 
ferred. ‘I'he emperor ot Russia had organized a provi- 
sional government at Warsaw, and placed field marshal 
Paskewitseh at its head. Upwards of 1,500 of the most 
distinguished leaders of the Polish revolution had been 


arrested and imprisoned at Warsaw—and, to complete 
the picture of oppression, the Russian troops had fired 
upon the prisoners confined in one of the wings of the 
prison, under pretence of revolt among the malefactors, 
though it was known that three tourths of those there 
were imprisoned for political offences. The cholera 
continued to spread. 
PORTUGAL, 

Don Miguel still refused to punish the Portuguese 
ssilor who attempted to assassinate the commander ot a 
French msn of war, notwithstanding the agent of Franee 
had demanded it. 

The British fleet had been so arranged as to give them 
the possession of the ports of Oporto, Lisbon and Figue- 
ras, and the English residents had become more at ease 
than they had been, 

The appearance of the British fleet in the Tagus had 
thrown Don Moguel and his ministers into the utmost 
consternation, for fear they were intended to eo-operate 
with Don Pedro. ‘The gzerrison of Madeira had been 
reinfureed. Another insurrectionary movement in one 
of the regiments, had been suppressed, 

BELGIUM AND HOLLAND. 

The king of Beig-um had instructed his minister at Lon- 
don to obtain a prolongation of the armistice with Holland, 
Achille Murat, who recently entered into the Belgian 
army, has been dismissed, in consequence of a requisi- 
tion to that effect from the French king, who grounded 
his demand upon the fact of young Murat’s being one of 
the Bonaparte family. Both governments are continu- 
ing their preparations to resume hostilities should it be 
necessary, atthe expiration of the armistice. 

It was said that the Swedish consul at Antwerp had 
been directed to dono act which could be construed into 
an acknowledgment of king Leopold. 

ITALY. 

This country is in a very feverish condition, and every 
precaution taken by the police to repress the insurrec- 
tionary spirit, which every where manifests itself, 

SPAIN. 

The government had iocreased its army from 20 to 
30,000 men, and were despatching them to the frontiers 
of Portugal. They were to be commanded by gen. Mo- 
rlio. Ferdinand scems to manifest a disposition to take 
sides with Don Miguel, if he dare do so, 

GHEECE. 

Admiral Miaulis and his associates in the late revo- 
lutionary movement against the power of the president, 
Capo d’istrias, were blockaded, by the admirals of the 
three powers, in the port of Hydra; where, it is said, the 
people had arrested them, and that they had sued tor 
pardon of the president. 





NEW YORK CONVENTION. 

The following communication, torwarded to the ehair- 
man of the permanent committee by the member to 
whom it was addressed, was laid betore the executive 
committee, aud ordered to be published. 


H. NILES chairman. 
Boston, Nov. 11, 1831. 

Sin:—I notice] among the statements made to the 
tariff convention recently held in N. York, that every 
branch of American industry was protected, with but 
fuw exceptions; and among these exceptions the fishe- 
ries were meotioned. ‘This would appearto be the case 
tu most persons—but to a practical man, who is con- 
nected with the business, and has looked to the con- 
tinuance of the indirect protection with deep solicitude, 
(so far as regardsthe whale fishery), it appears quite 
the contrary: and from the following statements it will be 
made manilest, that, if the cotton and woollen factories 
are not sustained by an adequate protection, a large pro- 
portion of the ships engaged in the sperm whale fishery 
must go outof employment, or be thrown upon the 
freighting business—thus destroying a vast nursery of 
seamen, and, at the same time, creating a ruinous 
competition in a branch of industry already represented, 
by many who are engaged in it, as not worth pursuing, 
it is a well established fact, that from one-fourth to one- 
third of all the sperm oil imported, is used in the facto- 





rics of cotton and woollen goods—averaging about half 
a gailon to each cotton and woollen spindle; besides 
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what is used by the numerous mechanics connected 
with factories. By the statement herewith handed, you 
will perceive the vast increase in the importation of sperm 
oil since 1815; and the continued increase or diminution 
is entirely dependent on the protection afforded to the 
manufactures of the country, and tue duty now existing 
on the importation of olive oil. Of the last mentioned 
oil, considerable quantities are used sn the woollen facto- 
ries, giving employment to a considerable amount of 
tonnage—which quantity, no doubt, would be much in- 
creased if the duty were taken off: but this reduction of 
duty on olive oil would be very fatal to a considerable 
portion of the interest engaged in that valuable branch 
of domestic industry, the sperm whale fishery,—sup- 
posing that protection to the woollen manufacture is con- 
tinued. If, however, that protection be withdrawn, the 
duty on olive oil may as well be removed as not, as 
but little will be wanted in the country, (excepting saliad 
oil), und the law wiil be a dead letter. ‘To give you an 
idea of the value of the protecting laws to the ship-build- 
ers, rope makers, sail makers, coopers, coasting trade, 
farmers, &c., a8 well as (o the country generally, | here- 
with furnish you with some of the principal articles 
which are used by the present fleet of three hundred 
ships, as often as they are fitted for sea—Viz: 

36,000 barrels of flour, 

30,000 barrels of beet and pork, 

18,000 bolts of duck, 

3,000 tons of iron hoops, 
6,000,000 staves, 
2,000 tons cordage and whale warp, 

with large quantities of iron for harpoons, lances, spades, 
blubber-hooks and camboose grates; much molasses, 
rice, beans, peas, corn, tea, coffee, sugar, &c. and not 
less than 6,500 officers and men to man the ships. ‘These 
ships give more employment to mechanics, of various 
descriptions,—I should think twice as much, as the 
same number of tons engaged in any other trade. The 
sperm oil ships require to be coppered every voyage, 
and the quantity of copper consumed by the 300 ships 
will average annually 700,000 pounds, which, with the 
nails used to put it on, will be equal to three quarters of 
a million pounds, annually. ‘The quantity of sperm 
oil imported for 1815 was 3,944 bbls. of 314 gl. each 


1816 7,539 
1817 32,650 
1818 18,625 
1819 21,323 
18.0 $4,708 
1821 48,000 
1822 42 900 
1823 87,230 
1824 92,380 
1825 62,240 
1826 $2,840 
1827 93,180 
1828 73,077 
1829 79,840 
1830 106,829 


and, for 1831, the import of sperm oil will be about one 
hundred and ten thousand barrels, and the consumption 
1s equal to the supply: ninety-seven thousand barrels have 
already arrived. ‘The quantity of the common whale 
oil, annually imported, has been about equal to the im- 
port of sperm oil, till this year; when it will exceed 
that of sperm ou. The whale oil already imported, 
since Jan. 1, 1831, is one hundred and twelve thousand 
barrels, and there probably will be a further import of 
5 or 6 thousand barrels before the Slst December 1831. 
The whale oil is chiefly exported to Europe, as well as 
the whale bone—the latter amounting to over one hun- 
dred thousand pounds. This article is taken exclusive- 
lv from the common or black whale. The sperm oil is 
consumed within the United States, as no other coun- 
try excepting Great Britain, makes much use of it—and 
she, by her protective laws, excludes the sperm oil 
from this country by a duty of about 45 cts on the gallon. 
But for such duty we should drive the British from the 
whale fishery, [generally] notwithstanding the bounty 
paid by their government for its protection. We should 
also destroy the French fishery, but for like protection 
afforded by the French government, in duties and boun- 


ties. 
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The United States is the only government where the 
people are extensively engaged in the whale fishery 
which does not encourage this branch of industry by a 
bounty. 

I have not been able to condense my remarks on this 
very important subject, within a narrower compass. It is 
a branch of great magnitude in a national point of view: 
but, I regret to say, that it is very imperfectly under- 
stood. tis a better nursery for seaman than any other: 
as almost every ship carries out from 5 to 10 green 
hands—whereas, in the merchant service, the ships car- 
ry so few men that they ave necessarily obliged to take 
able bodied seamen, to the exclusion of green hands. 

Yours, very respectfully, 
C. W. CARTWRIGHT, 

The quantity of sperm candles, manufactured from 
100,000 bbls. sperm oil, is rising two and a half millions 
of pounds. ‘This part of the business came near escap- 
ing my recollection. C. W. C. 


The editor of the Reersren takes leave to add a few 
particulars and remarks. 

Great Britain allows a bounty of one pound per ton 
on every vessel that shall proceed and return from the 
whale fishery in the Greenland sea or Davis Straits, or 
the seas adjacent. 

Special bounties, some as high as six hundred pounds 
on a vessel, engaged in the southern, or sperm whale 
fishery, and bringing home not less than 30 tuns of oil, 
or head matter, have been allowed. The details are too 
extensive for insertion—but the preceding shows the 
spirit of the British laws, as to bounties on the whale 
fisheries. 

The protection is in the Cuties imposed on oil, 
Train oi, &c. if imported in British vessels, owned in 
Europe, and navigated according to law, pays a duty of 
5s. per tun of 252 galls.—if in vessels owned in certain 
plantations, from 13s. 4d. to 51. 10s. 10d.—per tun— 
but if the product of foreign fishing, 22l. 3s. 4d. per 
tun. And on sperm oil, there is paid on the first elas: of 
British vessels, 8s. 3d. per tun, and, it of toreign fishing, 
341. 18s. Sd. por tun. So that the British market is 
completely shut against American competition. There 
is no doubt, if the trade were free, that no British ship 
would be employed in the whele fishery. ‘The industry 
and perseverance, economy and skill of our fishermen, 
is without rivalry. 

Another gentleman computes the annual product of 
our whale fishery at 3,500,000 dollars, and the value of 
the ships at $7,500,000. 

The importance of this employment, as a nursery for 
seamen, may be partislly conjectured from the fect— 
(communicated soon after the event by a distinguished 
offiecr of the navy), that among the crew of the Consti- 
tution frigate, when she captured the Cyane and Levant, 
were more than two bene Svee-holders. They had 
been fishermen; and the matter stated shews the charac- 
ter of this people. 

The communication of Mr. Cartwright passed to the 
permanent committec through the hands of a woollen 
manufacturer. He says that he uses 4000 gallons of 
olive oil annually, and that, if the duty on that article 
be a tax, he would save $1000 a year by taking it off. 
But he regards such duty as indispensable to the success 
of the whale fishery, and will not agree to abandon 1t. 

But, if the writer of these additional remarks is not 
misinformed by those who ought to know all the facts, 
(and he hopes to shew them by references to prices cur- 
rent, at a future period), the price of olive oil has al- 
ways advanced or declined with the price of sperm oil; 
the competition of the latter having the usual tendency 
ot increased supply, to keep down the cost of the former. 


SPEECHES IN THE N. Y. CONVENTION. 

‘There was not much speaking in this body. The 
members were far more disposed to do than to talk— 
though there was an abundance of talent present to have 
done the latter, and well. We have inserted the 
and practical illustrations of Mr. Ellsworth, of New 
York, and Mr. Brown, of Massachusetts, as to frauds 
on the revenue, &e. and it will not be an easy thing to 














set any of their statements aside. We shall now pre- 
sent a sketch of the speech of Mr. P. A. Brown, 0! 
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Pennsylvania, which isa clear and distinct account of | 
the early views of the American people, and of their 
representatives, as to the right and necessity of protect- 
ing the domestic industry—no doubt of the power hav- 
ing been entertained. We shall yet add sketches of a 
few other speeches to shew the sptreé that prevailed in 
this great assembly, and present, perhaps, some new 
facts to inquirers after truth. 
Thursday, October 27. 

Mr. Brown, of Pennsylvania, submitted a resolution 
to the effect that the committee appointed to prepare an 
address to the people should be instructed to present a 
clear and comprehensive view of the tariff, or American 
System; showing that it is not only constitutional, but a 
part of the plan of our government; that it has been at 
all times studiously cherished, and that it was the prin- 
cipal cause of the abrogation of the act of confederation, 
and of the adoption of the present constitution. 

In supporting this resolution, Mr. Brown called the 
attention of the convention to three propositions laid 
down by the convention lately assembled in Philadel- 
phia, in their address to the people of the union, viz: 
First, the government of this country isa government of 
opinion—secondly, that the constitutionality of an act of 
congress does not depend on any decision of the judicia- 
ry: and thirdly, that the people have a right to resist 
any act of congress which they may consider unconsti- 
tutional. He thought that every member of the con- 
vention would at once pronounce such doctrines wholly 
unfounded, and it generally received, of dangerous ten- 
dency. The first of these propositions was in direct con- 
tradiction to the opinion of the best writers and speakers 
with whom he was acquainted, all of whom concurred in 
declaring that ours was a government not of opinions, 
but of laws. The second proposition was equally un- 
sound—and as to the last, which asserted the right of the 
people, under this government of opinion, not only to 
decide on the constitutionality of an act of congress, but 
also to resist itif deemed unconstitutional, he presumed 
its object would readily be seen by every member of 
this body. It would have been going too far for the 
Philadelphia convention to recommend, in terms, the 
resistance of any law that might be deemed merely im- 
politic. It was necessary first to pronounce it uncon. 
stitutional, before they could countenance resistance to 
its authority, and a consequent separation of the states. 

Chis assertion of the unconstitutionality of the existing 
revenue laws, must be met, and that not by mere counter 
assertion, but by shewing that those laws were in strict 
accordance with the constitution. This could readily be 
done; and it was his wish that it might be done by the 
committee in plain and simple terms, such as might 
readily be understood by every citizen of the union, 
without the necessity of a legal education to comprehend 
it, It was necessary that this important truth should be 
put in a plain, distinct, and conspicuous view before the 
people, 

lhe reasons he had to offer in support of his views of 
the subject, would consist chiefly, Mr. Brown said, in 
hints and references to documents which he had sought 

or with a view to lay them betore this convention: and 

he thought they would show conclusively that the doc- 
‘rine of the constitationality of our tariff laws was well 
founded, 
Pin would in the first place refer to the remarkable 
dene’ employed by the body in Philadelphia—who 
a that a numerous and respectable party in the 
poe question the right to establish a system of protecting 
aes and deny the constitutional power of congress to 
f ~ it. They did not assert that the tariff of 1828, or that 
of 1824, or that of 1816, was unconstitutional; but they 
He wi around assertion that the entire system of our 
as th rte in other words that what is usually designated 
pre merican System, is so. In ordinary cases the 
veal - a of such a position would of itseif be a sufficient 
ps me Moet he begged gentlemen to consider, that as 
sted } 4 pretended that a power to regulate trade ex- 
ther i the legislature of the states, nor contended for, 
pelematicae possessed that power individually and 
aa o y—when the ground was taken that congress did 
the “ mt he power to enact such a system, as that called 
ook ae or American System it was tantamount toa 
ration that the Uni ted States must remain without 


any tariff system: it was advancing the anomaly of a 

government without power to collect a revenue, or to 

protect the property, trade and manufactures of its peo- 

ple. Ibis surely was too absurd to need refutation under 

any ordinary circumstances: but the occasion now ealled 
for it. 

Mr. B. begged the indulgence of the convention while 
he should occupy a few moments in considering the ar- 
guments brought to support such extravagant and absurd 
propositions as those he had quoted. 

The assertion that a Jaw is unconstitutional, was the 
easiest of all things to be made: but, fortunately, if not 
true, it was the easiest of all things to refute: because 
these states enjoyed the blessing of a written constitu- 
tion: we were not situated as some of the states in the 
old world were, who though they boasted of a free consti- 
tution, had to seek it as laid down in a number of differ- 
ent elementary books. Ours was in a single instrument: 
The doctrine was the easiest to refute, because, happily, 
the country hada tribunal independent of the power 
which enacted the laws, whose especial, and, (as he 
hoped in the end to shew), whose exclusive duty it was 
to decide the question, whether any act of congress was 
constitutional or otherwise. Under such circumstances, 
enjoying a written constitution, and a tribunal clothed 
with competent authority to decide whether the laws 
were in contravention of it or not, it seemed strange 
that for the last forty-two years, there should have been 
tariff laws enacted, and certain portions of the country 
said to be suffering under them, and yet none of the 
sufferers, though able and intelligent, should once have 
thought of bringing the question of their constitutionality 
before the proper tribunal established for the very pur- 
pose of passing upon it. Why was this? Why must 
it have been? The answer was easy. It was perfectly 
well known to those individuals, that the tribunal in 
question would at onee and without hesitation, have pro- 
nounced those laws to be in conformity with the consti- 
tution. 

But the very learned gentleman whom he had quot- 
ed endeavored to escape from so obvious a difficulty, 
and by a mode that was very ingenious. They held 
that the constitutional validity or invalidity of a law 
did not depend on the question whether the judi- 
ciary affirmed it or not, because a law might, in its 
effects, be subversive of the constitution, and yet, on 
its face, in apparent conformity with it, and superior to 
all legal exceptions. Now, Mr. B. said, he reterred to 
the understandings of all whom he addressed to say 
whether any thing could be more unsound than the 
doctrine of this evasion. A law, surely must be either 
consitutional or unconstitutional. It could not be both 
constitutional and unconstitutional at one time. If uncon- 
stitutional, it was null and void, and had no effect on any 
department of government, nor on any individual in the 
community—it was not constitutional for any purpose 
whatever, [f null at all, it was null for all purposes 
whatever. What did they tell us? that a law might 
be constitutional in its form, and yet unconstitutional 
in its effects, and of this the people were to judge; and if 
they deemed its effects unconstitutional, they might 
resist the law, because this is a government of opinion. 
But such a doctrine contravened that sound and import- 
ant one that the judiciary was provided as a check upon 
the legislative power. If their doctrine should prevail, 
the judiciary might as well be extinet. Fortunately, 
however, for the people of the union, if opinion was to 
setttle this matter, the question had already come before 
the supreme court, consisting of no less men than Mar- 
shall, Cushman, Patterson, Chase, Washington and 
Moore. The opinion of these men might be found in 
1 Cranch, p. 176, and it was so directly in point, and 
went so fully to put the question at rest that he begged 
leave to read a part of it to the convention. (Here Mr. 
B. quoted the opinion at some length. } 

This doctrine, which these judges pronounced too ex- 
travagant to be seriously asserted, was nevertheless not 
too extravagant for the convention which met at Philadel. 
phia gravely to put forth in an address to the people of 
the United States. 

Mr. B. here again quoted the address, in which it was 
affirmed that congress might with a view to support a 





system increase the duties even to a prohibition; and 
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yet their act be confermed in terms to the letter of the 
constitution, and the ccurts would consequently affirm 
the law; but che constitutional obligation bound all parts 
of the government alike, ani a violation of it was no less 
a vivlation, because the forms of the constitution were 
preserved. The doctrine was manifestly unsound.— 
According to this the question whether a law was con- 
stitutional or not, depended on the motives of members 
of congress in passing it. Could this possibly be the 
true criterion? How could the motives of congress be 
collected? If the judiciary did not possess the exclu- 
sive power of deciding, they would, of course, maintain 
that it had no concurrent power, and then it would be- 
come a question what were the motives of congress in 
passing a particular act; and how were these motives 
to be gotten at? Would gentlemen call up the mem- 
bers individually and put them on their oaths? Would 
they call witnesses to testily what speeches they heard 
in congress or what declarations by members out of 
doors? This would bea violation of the privileges of 
membership if attempted before any tribunal but that of 
the people in their elective capacity. The motives, too, 
of different members might be very various: so might 
those of the two heuses ofcongress. Were they to take 
the motives of the whole, or only of a part? or those of 
a majority? He need urge this no further. The pro- 
position was manifestly as unsound asthe other: there was 
no stability in such assertions. ‘They must, therefore, 
return to the only sound rule of judgment,—the de- 
cision of the judiciary. They were appointed the sole 
judges whether a law was or was not in conformity with 
the constitation. That a law might be constitutional in 
court and unconstitutional out of court, was a notion he 
had never seen or heard of in any decision or any dictum 
of any court whatever: and did be not cherish great per- 
sonal respect for many of the gentlemen who composed 
the body who had published it to the world, he should 
say that such a conception could not enter the head of 
any sane man. ‘The reasoning, (if reasoning it might be 
called), by which they sought to maintain their doctrine 
was no less absurd than the propositions they had Laid 
down. Having quoted the opinion of Mr. Rawle, Mr. 
B. said that there he might pause; for if those gentlemen 
declared the tariff laws to be unconstitutional, it was for 
them to prove their assertion, and the laboring oar 
might fairly be thrown upon them, But this was nota 
time in which to shrink from the task of advancing fur- 


ther, and proceeding to shew, positively, that those Jaws | 


are not only not unconstitutional, but that the protecting 
system formed a part of the plan of our forefathers in 
adopting the constitution, and that the want of it formed 
the prominent objection against the old confederation, 
and was the operative reason why that instrument was 
abrogated and the federal constitution bronght into ex- 
istence: this he should endeavor now to show, and fur- 
ther, that the legislative construction of the constitution 
had been uniform for nearly half a century, and that the 
people had concurred in it, 

On the first point, he should chiefly refer to docu- 
ments.—The first congress met on the 5th September, 
1774. On the 6th, a committee was appointed to exa- 
mine and report on the existing statutes, (the British sta- 
tutes namely, what were then in form), affecting the 
trade and manufactures of the colonies. “This was the 
first act of the first congress—to enquire what laws af- 
fected the manufactures, as well as the trade of the co- 
Jonies. On the 19th of September, it was unanimously 
resolved that the merchants be requested not to send any 
further orders, and to suspend those slready sent, for 
goods from the mother country. On the 27th of Sep- 
tember, congress unanimonsly resolved that after the 
Ast of December following, no more goods should be 
imported, nor used if they were: and on the 30th, it was 
further resolved, that after the Ist of September, 1775, 
the exportation of goods from the colonies to Great Bri- 
tain and the West Indies, should cease, unless the griev- 
ances of the country should before then have been re- 
dressed. On the 6th of October following, a resolution 
was adopted excluding molasses, wines aud indigo; and 
on the 30th of the same month, the celebrated aon-im- 
portation law was adopted and signed, and here he beg- 

d leave to remind the convention that the declared ob- 
jeets of that association were to suppress luxury, to pro- 
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mote frugality, and to encourage American manufac. 
tures. Here, then, was the very first congress heid jin 
the country looking to the protection of our own manu. 
factures as one of its avowed objects; and they began 
the system on the day after they first assembled. 

A second committee was appointed in May, 1775; and 
on the 3lst July they were ordered to enquire respecting 
the manufacture of salt, and the search for lead ore—de. 
claring also that the non-importation system should ex. 
tend to the islands of Jersey, Alderney, Man, and other 
dependencies of Great Britain then enumerated. The 
congress, therefore, at iis second session; so far from 
departing from the principles it had first assumed, car- 
ried them farther than before. On the 25d November, 
1775, a committee was appointed to report a plan to re- 
gulate our trade with the Indians. They reported, and 
on the 27th January, 1776, the plan was adopted. On 
the 2ist March, congress recommended to the pro- 
visional assemblies to promote the cultivation of hemp, 
flax and cotton and the growth of wool. Societies were 
recommended for the promotion of agriculture, arts 
and manufactures, and forthwith to introduce the manu- 
factures of duck, sail-cloth and steel. On the 7th of 
June, 1776, the first resolution was offered on the sub- 
ject of independence, and onthe 12th, a committee was 
uppointed to draft a Declaration of the Independence of 
these United States. 

Mr. Brown said he had thus redeemed the pledge he 
had given, by shewing affirmatively that so far from the 
protecting system’s being a new thing, it had formed a 
part of the original plan of those exaited men to whom 
the country was so deeply indebted for its happiness, and 
particularly for its emancipation from those rules which 
had been adopted with the express purpose of prevent- 
ing us from manufacturing for ourselves, and thus ad- 
vancing to that degree of national prosperity for which 
our national advantages so eminently fitted us. 

By the Declaration of Independence the thirteen colo- 
nies were separated from the mother country, and the 
right to regulate trade and manufactures was thrown on 
the legislatures of the respective states; a right inherent 
in all governments, 

But the framers of the constitution clearly perceived 
that it was impossible that power could be exercised by 
the legislatures of the states; the attempt to exercise it 
could lead only to conflict and anarchy. They were 
not so short sighted as to be unaware of the dangers 
which threatened the country from this source. ‘They 
had on the 11th of June, 1776, resolved that a commit- 
tee be appointed to draw up articles of a confederacy, 
and on the day following one member from each colony 
was appointed, and the committee thus constituted pre- 
pared and reported the act of confederation. ‘The sub- 
ject was warmly debated until the 15th of July, 1777— 
when a circular letter was addressed to the respective 
state legislatures, urging the ratification of the plan. 
Here Mr. B. referred particularly to two sections of that 
act, the 6th and the 9th, the former of which prohibits 
the states from laying any duties which should interfere 
with treaties entered into by the colonies: and the lat- 
ter confers on congress the exclusive power of declaring 
warand making peace, provided that no treaty should 
be entered into going to restrain the legislation of the 
states in taxing foreigners as much as our own citizens, 
or prohibiting the exportation of our produce: it pre- 
serves to the legislatures of the states the power to re- 
gulate {rade and manufactures—and this was the clause 
which led to the abrogation of the confederation itself— 
New Jersey made remonstrance against such a doctrine, 
and deelared that the whole power of regulating trade 
and manulactures ought to reside in congress alone. 

Inthe meantime, the patricts of the revolution were 
strenuously urging a union of the states. The conle- 
deration, though it did good service, had its faults. it 
was generally acknowledged that the 9th article was 
exceptionable—but the article was, we want uvion—the 
confederation has its faults, and this argument had its 
effect. Lt was no argument at this day to say that the 
old confederation gave the power to the states—because 
the delegates from the states were called to express the 
opinions of their constituents and by heir authority 
the new constitution was adopted, the last state (Mary- 
land), ratifying it on the 30th June, 1781. To show 
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what were the true groans of its ratification, Mr. B. 
referred to the language of Mr. Jay in the Federalist, 
which he quoted at considerable length. 

He then proceeded to observe, that on the 26th of 
April, 1783, Mr. Madison, Mr. Elisworth and Mr. 
Hamilton were appointed a committee to address the 
people of the United States in behalf of the new con- 
stitution, and in the same month Mr, Gerry and others 
reported a recommendation to the several States to 
invest congress with the power of restricting commerce 
except in American vessels. On the 2lst of January, 
1786, a proposition was received trom the Virginia 
house of delegates, and on the 1lth September, 1786, 
a convention was held at Annapolis, to term the 
new constitution, They adjourned aud met a second 
time, and they then drew up that instrument under which 
we live, and which so expressly gives to congress those 
powers by the exercise of which, the tariff system has 
been built up. On the 4th Mareh, 1789, congress adopt- 
ed it, and it went into operation on the 4th of July, 1759. 
At the very first congress which assembled under it, 
this preamble was prefixed to the act regulating come 
merce. Here Mr. B. read the preamble: but his 
speech was suspended for the report of a committee, af- 
ter which he resumed, and observed that he had gone 
through the brief history he had given with the purpose 
of shewing that the men who had commenced and gone 
through with the revolution, themselves the very men 
who formed the first confederation, and who were pre- 
sent when the objections to it were ali fully discussed, 
were many of them members of congress in 1789, when 
the preamble was adopted which he had read, and which 
expressly declares one object of passing the act to be 
the protection of manufactures, ‘They had come then 
tresh from the making of the constitution—the oath they 
had taken to support it was yet warm upon their lips, 
and was still resounding in the ears of the people when 
they passed it—and he would ask if these facts were 
lad ina plain and distinct manner before the people 
of these states, whether any man in the country would 
believe that these men perjured themselves? ‘To in- 
corporate this statement of facts in the address to be 
presented by this convention would go to show the peo- 
ple not merely that they have the right to pass laws for 
the protection of their industry, but that this was a part, 
and an important part of the original plan of those 
who framed the constitution—and they would have been 
traitors to their country and their oaths had they refused 
to enact a tariff for such a purpose,—and as it was in 
1789, so it was in 1828. 

Mr. B. concluded by reminding the convention that 
from that early day to the present time, there had not 
been one president of the United States who had not, in 
one way or another, recommended the adoption of the 
tariff system—that twenty-one successive congresses had 
recognized the same system—that there never had been 
apublic meeting in any one state or district, which had 
ever before called in question the right of congress to 
pass a tariff law; and that the same members of con- 
gress who had voted in favor of the system, had been 
returned by the people to pass new tariff laws, as they 
might become needtul. Let these things be clearly 
placed before them, and the people of these states would 
see that the system was constitutional, and would them- 
selves admit that the government was not a government 
of opinions, but of laws, and that the laws might not be 
resisted by any one who might choose to pronounce 
them contrary to the constitution. 

Mr. Sharp, of N. York, hoped that the resolutions 
would not be adopted. A committee had been appoint- 
ed consisting of one member from each state here re- 
presented, and charged with the duty of addressing the 
people ot the United States on the subjects which had 
convened this body: the appointment of its members 
had not been hastily made, but after due deliberation, 
above fifteen of the first men in the country had been 
selected for the duty required, And now betore they 
had even met, a member rose in his place and proposed 





tO Instruct them how it was to. be periormed. What if 


each member should do the same? For all had equal 
right. What would follow but the greatest embarrass- 
ment—and probably no report would be gotten at all. 
le wished first to hear the report the committee might 








prepare; and then if any thing was omitted, the gentle- 
man could move to have it inserted. The committee 
had had the benefit of his remarks, and he hoped the 
gentleman would withdraw the resolutions, if not, he 
should move to lay them upon the table. 

The question being taken on layisg the resolutions on 
the table, it was negatived by a very great majority. 








MR. MIDDLETON’S LETTER, 
Philadelphia, Oct. 15th, 1851. 

Dean sin: I had the pleasure of receiving your letter 
of the 14th ultimo, at this place, just at the opening of 
the Free Trade convention, and I immediately register 
ed myself as delegate from St. George’s parish, Colle- 
ton disirict, South Carolina. 

I beg leave in the first place to tender my grateful ace 


'knowledgments to my fellow citizens of the district, for 
‘their kind recollection of me after so long an absence; 


and [assure them that [heartily reciprocate the kind 
greetings expressed in your letter; for the rest, 1 do most 
sincerely sympathise with them in deprecating the 
spread of the baneful doctriue of nullification, to which 
you allude, and which has made so alarming a progress 
in some parts of the state. I trust, however, that the 
good sense of the sound majority uf our people will be 
shortly evinced and manifested by public meetings and 
anti-nullificution resolutions throughout our state, the 
only one in the union infected with this political hers 
esy. 

lam sorry to say that I do think I perceive, upon my 
return home, after an absence of several years, that 
much has been done, as you state with a design to pres 


pare the minds of our people for a revoluiion. However 


difiicult the task might appear to be, of weaning the af- 
fections of a tree and happy people from a government 
of their own choice, administered by their own agents, re- 
movable at stated periods—a government, too, which 
has done so much for the natioual glory and prosperi- 
ty—still I think L see that considerable progress has 
been made in attaining the desired end by means of the 
undue perseverance on the part of congress in a system 
of taxation which, having for its object the protection 
of manufacturing industry, (an object highly laudable in 
itself), seems to bear hard upon agriculture and naviga- 
tion, and which has, by manifold and repeated exaggera- 
tion, been made to put on the appearance of @ deliberaie 
and wilful violation of the constitution. 

Were this the case, I trust that no man would be 
found more ready than myself to oppose an open and 
determined resistance. Oppression apart, 1 am ever dis« 
posed to resist any exercise of unauthorized power. 
Where there is oppression, I should scarce stop to in- 
quire by what quirk of law it might be authorized. [ 
utterly deny the right of spy man or of apy majority to 
oppress, even under color of law, 

But such is not in reality the case, under the tariff 
law. The law of 1828 is, indeed, by its excessively 
high impost duties, impolisic and inexpedient, in the 
highest degree, and in some measure in¢ficient, as en- 
couraging smuggling as well as munufaucturing, We 
may feel satisfied that, experience baving shown that it 
is nearly as useless as unpopular, it must shortly be 
abandoned, or in a great degree modified. 

If it be thought, however, that a bare repeal of all ta- 
riff laws would restore our agricullural products to their 
pristine value, it is a greaterror, lo order to produce 
that desirable effect, (which indeed 1 conceive tobe the 
great object which the plantation states have at present 
in view), other means besides must be brought into 
operation. 

‘lo accomplish this purpose, the amount of eonsumpe 
tion must be increased, or that of production dimmish- 
ed, in all eases, These two objects are frequently un- 
attainable by direct legal interposition. Recourse must 
then be had to subsidiary means. 

To give an example of this—as One means of support- 
ing the price of cotton and rice, the impost upon sugar 
must be muintained. If that were taken off, the sugar 
plantations of Louisiana could no longer compete in the 
production of that article, with the more favored climate 
ol the West India islands, The 45,000 Jaborers occupi- 
ed in that culture, would be then probably turned to 
raising cotton and rice, whereby additional quantities o 
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those articles would 


glutted, and in 
reduced, 


The same example will serve to shew the necessity 
there is for congress to keep in view other objects be- 
side the bare amount of revenue in the impositions ot 
duties opon imports. The power of protecting home 
fabrics and productions, (incidental as it is), was under 
our present government exerted at avery early period 
of its existence, and has been attended as it may well 
be supposed by the most beneficial effects. 

The first revenue law passed by the first congress, un- 
der the existing constitution, was approved by president 
Washington, on the 4th July, 1789. It is declared, in 
its preamble, to be intended ‘for the support of govern- 
ment, to pay the public debt, and for the encourage- 
ment of manufactures.” By this law duties were laid 
on imported sugars, teas, coffee, cocoa, candles, soap, 
cheese, cordage, indigo, coal, pickled and dried fish, 
manufactured leather, manufactured tobacco, on hats of 
beaver or wool, on China, on coarse and earthen ware, 
on military and ready made clothes, ov cabinet wares, 
riding carriages, and on many other articles, now abun- 
dantly manufactured in the United States, cheaper and 
better than they can be obtained from abroad. It must 
be evident to every careful observer that by means of 
the wise policy then adopted, we have risen trom the 
state of colonial dependence, in which lord Chatham de- 
clared, ‘*that we ought not to be permitted to manufic- 
ture a hob-nail,” to the condition of real independence 
in that respect, which we now enjoy, and which is a 
source of countless riches to the nation. It must not 
be forgetten, that this act was passed by a congress, in 
which sat many of the framers of the constitution, and 
that the opposition never thought of objecting to it, on 
the grounds of its unconstitutionality. 

The high duties imposed by the act of 1816, to which 
Llent my humble support in common with several dis- 
tinguished members from our state, were graduated 
with a view principally to the protection of certain ma- 
nutacturing establishments which had arisen without the 
bounds of our state, under shelter of double duties laid 
solely with a view to revenue, wanted to carry on the 
war of 1812. This generous and just feeling did honor 
to the south, which had no immediate interest in the 
question, and no accusation of unconstitutionality was 
ever brought against the act. 

The course of time can have effected no change in the 
powers vested in congress by the constitution of the 
United States; neither has any amendment thereto been 
proposed or adopted in reference to this power. All 
the sound opinions entertained at that time upon this 
point, must therefore remain the same, howsoever indi- 
viduals may have changed their views. 

It can therefore only be on account of the abuse of a 
legitimate power on the part of congress, that the present 
tariffcan be justly termed unconstitutional. ‘That it is 
clothed in the due legal forms, no one can deny. 

To say that it is fraught with oppression, is a mere ex- 
aggeration, which cannot avail to justify resistance.--— 
Peaceable and reasonable remonstrance is our safe and 
sure resort against a simple grievance. 

Such, as it appears to me, should be the feelings and 
reasonings of all those who bear a sincere attachment to 
our entire system of government, in the divided sway the 
people have ordained between our national and state go- 
vernments. Whoever shall endeavor to mislead our state 
authorities, and induce them to infringe the rights of con- 
gress by legislating on matters not within their compe- 
tency, must be deemed the enemy of the happy institu- 
tions under which we live. : 

God grant that we may, one and all, be indued with 
wisdom sufficient to know how to place a just value on 
the good we possess; and may we be ever careful so to 
use the high privilege of self-government, as to avoid 
civil discord, which might, in its results, be the means of 
substituting governments of force for those of law and 
reason! 

lt is the mistortune of our peaceful and happy era, to 
have produced, in its hot-beds of ease and luxury, a fun- 
gus growth ot state doctors, ever ready to drug the most 
robust with their nostrums. Unquestionably did the fra- 
mers of our organic laws devise, for this widely extend- 


be thrown upon a market already 
such case the prices would inevilably be 
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ed empire, the wisest plan of government which man- 
kind has ever seen reduced to practice; and one too, 
which, in practice, has far exceeded the most sanguine 
expectations which could have been formed of its success 
atthe time of its adoption. Yet we daily witness the 
empyrics, above spoken of, gravely putting on their glass 
eyes, (like Shakspeare’s scurvy politician}, and pretend. 
ing to discover defects for which they propose to ad- 
minister the most preposterous remedies. 

The nullify ing theory is not only incompatible’ with our 
existing institutions, but it may be doubted whether the 
professors of the new light, or the would-be fathers of 
new confederacies, if they were indulged in their pro. 
jects, and still adhered to nullification; (a political jack 
o’ the lanthorn, leading the steps of its bewildered {ol- 
lowers ‘‘o’er bog and quagmire,” until ‘*where’er they 
tread they sink:”) It may be doubted, did 1 say ?---nay 
more, it may be boldly denied, that they could, with 
this principle, form a durable confederacy of three} or 
more states, however contiguous in territory, or identical 
in interests such states might be---two conditions which 
they appear to require for the formation of a perfect 
confederacy. 

It must always be borne in mind that men will differ in 
opinion, howsoever identical their interests, or proxi- 
mate their habitations. Passion and prejudice, of one 
kind or another, frequently sever the pearest neighbors 
and associates, however great the benefits they might 
otherwise derive from concord. If they were not to 
be bound by the decision of the majority, (where there 
is no common tribunal), there is no appeal but to the 
sword, 

The principle of obedience to the will of the ma- 
jovity, wisely adopted in a republican government, is 
grounded upon the high probability that such will is 
enlightened and just; and upon the certainty that it is 
backed by the physical force of the community. For 
the reason Jast mentioned, it may be laid down as a ge- 
neral rule that an appeal to the sword is, in such ease, 
more hopeless than under a despotism or aristocracy 
where the one, or the few, have imposed their laws upon 
the many. 

The new fangled doctrine of nullification in matters of 
general concern,* by a small portion of those who are 
associated under the engagement, tacit or express, tv 
abide by the decisions of a majority in such matters, isa 
solecism in politics, in its nature suicidal, and must in- 
fallibly produce self-destruction in any body-politic which 
admits it as an elementary principle. 

We can only wonder at those who honestly entertain 
the opinion, that such doctrine is compatible with our 
existing institutions, Let us pity their delusions. But 
let us call down the maledictions of heaven on such as 
willingly would practise a deceit on others, to promote 
their tavorite project of disunion. 

I shall not detail to you the proceedings of the conven- 
tion, which you may see in the gazettes. One great ob- 
ject was accomplished in avoiding debate upon questions 
on which there might be a diversity of opinion; and sn 
undivided attention was given to the all-absorbing inte- 
rest of opposition to the tariff, which was sustained 
throughout, in a manner which it may be hoped will lead 
to final success. 

The address to the American people (of which a copy 
is inclosed) was voted by a large majority. 1 wished 
myself to have omited a portion of it, but having found 
myself in a minority, 1 ami, upon the whole, better s4- 
tisticd that the address should go before the public in its 
original form, as containing the expressions of a ne 
portion of the inhabitants of these United States, as wel 
as of a part of the convention. The effect on public 
opinion will, I think, be salutary. 








ae 


*Let it not be urged that a sister state has successfully 
nullified treaties, (abusively so called), and acts emanat- 
ing from the general government. Georgia is about (0 
abate a nuisance growing up within her own territory, 
and effecting the terest of no other state. This is strict 
ly a domestic question, and those acts are perfectly jus- 
tifiable on prineiples of the law of natare and nations.— 
There is a wide difference between this case and that of 
the abrogation of a general revenue law having universal 
application in all the states. 
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A memorial to congress is to be drawn up and pre- 





was in session last week; and Pierce was in attendance, 


sented to that body by a committee, of which Mr. Gal-| One indictment against him for murder, and another 
latin is chairman, ‘That it will contain all that can be | for manslaughter, were laid before the grandjury. Hav- 


urged in favor of a revision of the tariff, | have the 
strongest persuasion. It most assuredly will obtain the 
favorable consideration of congress. 

A certain benefit I regard as having already resulted 
from this meeting, is the strong conviction impressed on 


ing made such investigation, as they, under their oaths, 
deemed proper, they returned both indictments into 
court with their finding endorsed upon each—‘not a true 
bill,’—‘not a true bill,’ and whatever opinion, made up 
upon views merely teconical, might be; upon the sheer 


the minds of those who assisted at it, that an extrava- | justice of the case, and upon the diligent enquiry of the 


gant system of protection to manufactures, injurious to 
ihe more important interests of agriculture and naviga- 
tion, will always find adversaries in every part cf our 
union; while gentlemen who came with the hope (if any 
such there were) of others sympathising in the doctrines 
of nullification, or mayhap with the expectation of win- 
ning over the assent of some portion of the south to plans 
of secession, must have been sorely disappointed ut find- 
ing her sons generally tvo patriotic, and too proud of a 
union of which they have ever formed so conspicuous a 
portion, to listen fora moment to propositions tending 
to its Cissolution upon frivolous or factious pretences, 
Having been honored by nominations as a delegate to 
the anti-tariff convention at several meetings of the 
iriends of union in different parts of our state, L ask to 
be permitted, through your interposition, as my imme- 
diate neighbors and tellow parishioners, to tender them 
my best acknowledgments, and to beg the favor of hav- 
ing this missive considered as addressed to all the friends 
of union. 


grand inquest of his county, the accused stands justified 
—acquitted. He appeared in the assembly yesterday, 
and was qualified as the representative of his county; 
and notwithstanding all that has happened, may yet be, 
as he has heretofore been, a faithful representative, and 
a useful member. 





COLONIZATION OF THE BLACKS. 

The following letter from Mr. Jerrenson to Mr. Lynd, 
has been severa] times published—but there seems a 
peculiar fitness in again presenting it to consideration, 

** Monticello, Jun. 21, 1811. 

*Sin:—You have asked my opinion on the proposition 
of Anne Mifflin, to teke measures for procuring, on the 
coast of Alrica, an establishment to which the people of 
color of these states might, rom time to time, be colo- 
nized, under the auspices of different governments. 
Having long ago made up my mind on this subject, I 
have no hesitation in saying, that I have ever thought 
that the most desirable measure which could be adopted 


Iam, dear sir, very faithfully, your obedient friend 
and servant, HENRY MIDDLETON. 
JoserpH KoGer, jr. esq. chairman of the democratic re- 

publicau meeting held at the house of Mr. Geo. Siss- 

trunk, St. George’s Parish, Colleton district, 24th 

September, 1831. 





AN EXTRAORDINARY CASE. 
Crim. con.—The annals ot this species of crime do not 
present a cause more singular than is presented in the 
case noticed below. The offence—the admission— 
the circumstances altending it—the agreement of the 
offender to leave the county —his murder by the par- 
ty injured —and the decision of the jury, are altogether 
extraordinary and surprising. 
From the Frankfort, Ky. Commentator. 
The recent death of Ebenezcr N. Robertson, esq. a 
former member of the assembly from Russell county, at 
the hand of Dr. Pierce, the last and present member, 
has been mentioned in the papers, with some allusion to 
the enormities which produced a catastrophe so appal- 
ling. The chief incident in this tragedy, was awlully 
sudden and striking: the county court was sitting in the 
village where the parties resided. Some business called 
Pierce into court. The first object which fixed his eye, 
was Robertson—who by agreement had left the county, 
never to return—now there, writing at the clerk’s table. 
Pierce gazed upon him, for a moment, in mute aston- 
ishment; then suddenly turned, and retiring by the door, 
re-appeared presently at the window, beneath which Ro- 
bertson sat, in the presence of the court. Reaching in, 
with a pistol, near to the head of his victim, Pierce fired, 
and lodged the contents in his brain—a fatal shot! 
What could have moved a gentleman, till then ever 
mild, patient and conciliatory in his deportment, toa 


for gradually drawing off this part of our population. 

Most advantageous for themsclves as well as for us; go- 

ing from a country possessing all the useful arts, they 

might be the means of transplanting them among the in- 

habitants of Africa; and would thus carry back to the 

country of their origin the seeds of civilization, which 

might render their sojournment here a blessing in the 

end, to that country. 

“1 received, in the first year of my entering into the 

administration of the general government, a letter from 

the governor of Virginia, consulting me, at the request 
of the legislature of the state, on the means of procure 
ing some such asylum to which these people might be 
occasionally sent. I proposed to him the establishment 
of Sierra Leone, in which a private company in England 
had already colonized a number of negroes, and parti- 
cularly the fugitives from these states during the revolu- 
uuonary war: and at the ssme time suggested, if that 
could not be obtained, some of the Portuguese posses- 
sions in South America as most desirable, 

‘The subsequent legislature approving these ideas, 
I wrote the ensuing year (1802) to Mr. King, our minis- 
ter in London, to endeavor to negotiate with the Sierra 
Leone: company, and induce them to receive such of 
these people us might be colonized thither, He opened 
a correspondence with Mr. W and Mr. Thornton, 
secretary of the company, on the subject; and in 1803 | 
received, through Mr, King, the result, &e, 

**The effort which 1 made with Portugal to obtain an 
establishment from them, within their colonies in South 
America, proved also abortive. 

**You inquired further, whether | would use my en- 
deavors to procure such an establishment secure against 
violence, from other powers, and particularly the French. 
Certainly, I shall be willing to do any thing that I can 

















deed of such singular daring? —Robertson had violated 
the marriage bed of Pierce, his friend—struck at his 
honor—ruined his family—planted daggers in his bo- 
som!—And, with humility be it spoken, there was no 
law in the land tor the adequate punishment of such an 
Outrage! ‘The fact was notorious; not denied even by 
the offender himself. ‘Satisfaction,’ in the way cxlled 
‘honorable,’ had been demanded; but not rendered. 

he wrong was irreparable; no adequate amends could 
be made. The destroyer of his neighbors’s peace— 
whose unprincipled indiscretion has cast a deep shade 
Over virtues which might otherwise have brightly shone, 
*$ some concession, had agreed to go forth from that 


to give it effect and safety. 
‘But | am but a private individual, and could only 
use endeavors with individuals. Whereas the national 
government can address themselves at once to those of 
Europe to obtain the desired security, and will unques- 
tionably be ready to exert its influence over those na- 
tions to effect an object so benevolent in itself, and so im- 
portant to a great portion of its contituents. Indeed no- 
thing is more to be wished than that the United States 
would themselves undertake to make such an establish- 
ment on the coast of Africa.. 

“Exclusive of motives of humanity, the commercial 
advantages to be derived from it might defray all its ex- 


part of the country, to return no more. Yet he did re-| penses: but for this the national mind is not prepared. 
turn; he was there— the consequences have been seen—| It may perhaps be doubted whether many of these peo- 


r. P 


ierce was required, by the judgment of two magis-| ple would voluntarily consent to such an exchange of si- 


trates, to give bail tor his appearance at the next circuit | tuation, and but few of those who are advanced to a cer- 





court in that county, to answer what might then be pre- | tain age in habits of slavery would be capable of govern- 











sented against him in relation to this matter. That court | ing themselves. ‘This should not, however, discourage 
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the experiment, nor the early trial of it. And proposi- 
Uions should be made with all the prudent caution and 
attention requisite to reconcile it tothe interest, the sale- 
ty, and prejudice of all parties.” 


THE FAYETTEVILLE SUFFERERS. 

The address of the town committee of Fayetteville, to 
the contributors to their relief is so appropriate, and even 
affecting, that it should be preserved, 

CIRCULAR, 
Addressed to the contributors to the fund for the relief of 
the Fayetteville sufferers, by the committee appointed 
4 Sor the purpose. 
vu —_—- ~ 








Fayetteville, Nov. 14, 1831. 

The undersigned have been deputed by their tellow 
citizens to lay before you tie annexed statements of the 
amount of the fund for the relief of the sufferers by the 
desolating calumity of the 29:h of May last, and ol the 
manner in which it has been disposed of. ‘They submit 
them, with the hope, that the proceedings of those to 
whom the distribution was entrusted, wiil meet with the 
same approbation from the donors, so cordially awarded 
to them by the recipients, 

Another duty with which they are charged cannot be 
so easily aud so satisfactorily performed. ‘the feeliags 
with which they have wituessed the spontaneous out- 
pourings of the benevolence of their tellow citizens, 
from Oue end of this vast republic to the other, cannot 
be uttered. ‘The accumulation of such a fund as that ex- 
hibited by the subjoined statement, unsolicited by us, 
and coming, in great part, from those upon whom the 
eiUzens of our town bad no claims but those of suffering 
humanity and a common national origin, presents a spec- 
tacle honorable to the character of a great people, dou- 
bly gratetul to the teelings of the reeipients, and calcu- 
lated to impress us more deeply with a scuse of the bless- 
ings of the happy union uoder which we live. 

As many of the contributors to this fund may never 
have an Opportunity of witnessing the effects of their 
bounty, we cannot better express our thanks, and those 
of the people whom we represent, than by faintly sketch- 
ing some of iis biessings. “he calamity with which we 
were visited was of an appalling extent. It swept trom 
existence the fairest, the richest, and by far the larger 
portion of our flourishing town. It left poverty and de- 
spuir where opulence and content bad long reigued. 
None altogether escaped its ravages; aud few were lett 
with ability to relieve even the pressing wants of the 
suilering destitute. Under these circumstances were the 
liberal bauds of our couutrymen opeved; and the heart 
of the widow and the orphan was made glad. Instead 
of the ruin which seemed to impend over so many, and 
to paralyze their bopes, coufidence aud energy succeed- 
ed; and each one bas been enabled again to enter into 
the competition with bis neighbors for the emoluments 
of his wonted vocation. Extraordivary progress has 
been made in rebuilding our town; and every thing wears 
the appearance of aclivity, and a determination to rise 
with new vigor from our ashes. ‘lo you, and to those 
who united with you in this labor of love, is this happy 
state of things mainly owiug; and to you, and to them, 
we render the homage of gratetul hearts. 

Be pleased to convey to the community with which 
you are connected, our sense of the blessings they have, 
im part, conferred upon us. And that they may be spar- 
ed from all similar visitations, is the earnest hope of 


your obedicut servants, a) 
JOHN HUSKE, 
LOUIS D. HENRY, 
JOHN D. ECCLES, 
JOHN W. WRIGHT, 
DUNCAN MAC RAE, 
EDWARD J. HALE, 
THOMAS L. HYBART, ) 
Tbe whole amount received trom all parts of the union, 
was $91,992 38: from the following siates and territo- 


Vv 
committe 





ries— 
Massachusetts......ece.ceeeeeeee $14,518 69 
DAGIBR cd cocccccoceces. coesecsss 125 OU 
kihode Islund.......cecceees eoees 2,067 64 
New Hampshire... ......-.+0.0008 » 290 UU 
Cunmectiout.. s.cccccsecsecceee coe F002 4 








New York... ..eseseseccsses 06 6+10,648 54 
Pennsylvania.....eee. seosecvesessI 2,731 OO 
New Jerseyeccciccccccccscccscces 805 49 
Maryland ....ceeceecseecereeeecese 6,820 79 
District of Coluusbia........eee006+ 870 OU 
Virginia... soscccccccccecs covces 8,040 88 
North Carolina. .....sseeceeeeseee 11,406 34 
South Carobina.....e.seeeseeeceeee 9,100 37 
Georgia. .cccccccoccccccccccccccccs 4102 72 
DOERROSIOS cc cccccccececeee 06 eae 45 OU 
Cais 08 sendecne sy SU 
Mississippi..... ac 4 cued 1,119 40 
Louisiana.. «sees 5,050 00 
The largest contributions from cities and towns, (in 
money) were the followings 
Philadelphias..... 00.6 eeeseecedce 1,857 42 
Mew VOrks cccovcccncsace soeetessh, mee $4 
EROGUNRa ds 00 080666080 000000600:.006 oe 
Baltimore sco. cccccccscsccccesccce 5,808 79 


Charleston, S. C......... soe socce § 4,552 37 
Charlesion Neck ccccscccscccecses 759 5U 
New Orleans..cccccccccccssccseses 8,000 OV 
Norlolk, Va.ere cccccccccessrcccs 3,900 W 


Sivanpah, Geo... ..ccceeeeseeeceee 2,264 60 
BeieeOOs oc ccc ccecccocccesocesos Agee SO 
Petcreburg. ...ccccsocssccccs eeeeee 1,702 00 
Citizens of New Haven, Con. and offie 

cers and students of Yale college.. 1,573 3t 
Columbia, S. Chiss 60a dk ctme ckaee de 1,540 OU 
Raleigh os sccccccccccccce coccce &,500 OO 
Hartlord, Con. and towns in its vicinity 1,424 09 
Wilmington ee ee eet esas eet tease 1,294 20 
NewherBcccccccccces seesccccocce Age oe 
Lowell, Mass...00 oc cccccccccccce 1,auu0 WW 
Augusta, Geo......... oo de0esesiee Rae 
Salem, Mass.cs..ccccocccsccsesess 1,082 37 
CEN 6 0's 6.n'a 5s 9.00080 0000060046 Ee 
OG ERO sc 0n.dac00ss00necns... Se 
Washington City,.cc.cccseceseceeee 810 08 





CLAIMS AGAINST NAPLES. 

The Washington correspondent of the N. York Jour- 
nal of Commerce, gives the following list and statement 
of claims of citizens of the United States against Naples, 
for spoliations, during the wars of the French revoluuon, 
as filed in the department of state. 


Boston Marine Insurance compan $8,000 00 
Do. do. do. paid 15,000 00 
Bradbury, Charles et al. 17,400 OU 
Do. in several cases 82,025 00 
Barker, George administrator 402 00 
Barton, John et. al. 14,091 34 
Brazer, John 15,000 0 
Covin, N. A. &. J. 'T. 15,000 00 
Cook, James 4,394 98 
Coulter, John 107,685 60 
Dutch & Deland 64,922 61 
Dodge, Pickering et. al. 10,162 07 
Derby Fishing company 26,000 OU 
Ellicott, ‘I. et. al. 25,058 00 
Gray, H. 600 00 
Gray, heirs of Sainuel 19,300 00 
Gray, William R. 11,402 29 
Gray, estate of William 123,032 88 
Hooper, R. J. et. al. 35,000 00 
Maryland Insurance company, &e. 5,500 00 
Marblehead Social Insurance company 2,000 00 
Marine Insurance company, Philadelphia 7,600 00 
Oliver, Robert & John et. al. $55,834 74 
Prince, Henry 2,307 00 
Peabody, Joseph et. al. 230,053 13 
Proctor, William 306 80 
Rowlet, and G. S. Munford 18,000 00 
Russel, N. P. agent 2,500 00 
Social Insurance company, Salem 60,653 70 
Silsbee, Nathamel 84,882 45 
Stewart, Alexander 5,307 50 
‘Thorndike, Israel 230,000 00 
Union Murine lasurance cumpany 27,000 . 
Von Kapff, Brune et. al. $1,382 Hh 
West, Nathaniel 157,208 04 





Amount of claims on Naples $1,734,993 82 














